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OUR MISSION 
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and needs while promoting personal self-
worth and accountability. 
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 Noora M. ’25 
Bigelow Scholars Commission Piece

Our Bigelow Scholars Program tackled the subject of Business and 
Entrepreneurship in 2024-2025. Students in the art segment of the 
program learned about commission projects and art reproduction. 

This is Noora’s commissioned inspirational poster which she 
collaborated on with her “client” faculty member Mrs. Johnson. The 

piece was drawn using the digital drawing program Procreate.

 Anthony B. ’25 
9th grade Black & 
White Photography
Students in Mrs. Gould’s 9th 
grade photography class learned 
the process of taking traditional 
black and white photos and 
processing them in our dark room 
in the Art Barn.

Student voices:
A collection
of student art
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At Rectory School, we believe in the power of self-expression 
and the importance of fostering creativity in all its forms. 
“Student Voices” is a testament to the remarkable talent and 
imagination of our students. Within these pages, you’ll find a 
vibrant collection of artwork, photography, poetry, and writing 
samples that reflect the diverse perspectives, experiences, and 
emotions of our community.

Each piece is a unique expression of individuality, shaped by the 
students’ journeys and their ever-growing sense of self. Through 
these creations, our students give us a glimpse into their world, 
offering insights into their thoughts, dreams, and passions. We 
are proud to showcase their voices and celebrate the boundless 
creativity that thrives at Rectory.



 Noora M. ’25 
9th grade Introduction to Art, 
Independent Study
9th graders spend the spring term in Introduction to Art 
exploring an independent study. Noora chose to focus on 
the beauty of black women and the cultural importance 
of hair. The painting was enhanced by the use of acrylic 
textured medium and embellished with gold leaf.

 Soichiro S. ’26 
8th grade 
Stained Glass
In 8th grade, students have the opportunity to learn 
the fundamentals of stained glass work. In this piece, 
Soichiro used a fused glass medallion he designed, 
set in a foiled and soldered frame.
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POEM
BY MAEGIANI D. ’26

Hate is a strong word
But it doesn’t lie in my vocabulary
Most don’t know the meaning
But still use it carelessly

Love is a word that everyone is used to
We tend to use this daily
We start from a young age and keep it in our 
vocabulary
We may not always mean it
But we still say it 

Happiness resides in all of us
It depends on how you look at it
Some say it’s momentarily
Some say it’s forever

Sadness on the other hand
Deserves way more credit 
You feel it daily 
Some disagree
Opposites from
Hate to love 
And 
Happiness to sadness
Can change daily

WHAT IF?
BY ANONYMOUS

What if the stars refused to shine at night
And shadows lingered where the sun once glowed?
What if the moon forgot its silver light,
And dreams were lost upon a barren road?

What if the breeze no longer whispered sweet
And flowers wilted in their vibrant hues?
What if the laughter faded in the street
And silence wrapped the world in weary blues?

Yet in the heart where hope forever lies
Each “what if ” holds a spark of coming dawn
For every cloud obscures the brightest skies
And from the dusk, a new day will be drawn

So let us ponder, with our spirits high,
What if the world is waiting for a sigh?



the 
next 
chapter
Original article researched and written by Robert Oakes, 
Former Associate Director of Communications. 

Adapted for this issue by Rae Dykeman, 
Director of Communications

Nearly a century ago, a group of hardworking men stood side-
by-side in a dirt-filled construction site on Rectory’s campus. 
Their overalls were dusty, their tools well-worn, and their faces 
determined. They were building what would become our first 
Dining Hall, laying a foundation—quite literally—for the school 
we cherish today. At that time, there was no Memorial Dorm, no 
Wolf Den, no familiar bell ringing to start the school day. Those 
buildings were only dreams of what could be.

Thanks to visionaries, families, and friends who believed in those 
dreams, those early plans became a reality. Over the decades, 
Rectory has continued to grow, just as our students do, adapting 
to meet the needs of each new generation.

Today, as you walk through campus, evidence of those dreams 
can be seen everywhere—spaces like The Morgan Innovation 
Lab have been designed with industry-standard computing and 
technology resources to inspire learning and nurture creativity. At 
the forefront of each new building, the community is at the top 
of mind; like the open common rooms of Centennial Hall—the 
perfect place to foster lifelong friendships.  These new spaces 
embrace the future of Rectory, while honoring the past. 

How New Spaces are 
Shaping Rectory
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Since its opening, Centennial Hall has quickly become one of the most 
sought-after dorms on campus. Its warm, welcoming spaces provide 
our students with a true home away from home—with spacious 
rooms, bright common areas, and a thoughtful design; it provides a 
comfortable, welcoming place for students to live, study, and connect.

Beyond its aesthetic charm, the dorm offers modern comfort—including 
air conditioning, a feature much appreciated by students during the hot 
summer months when our Summer@Rectory program is in full swing.

“The location is perfect, the rooms are spacious, 
and the common areas give students space to 
connect and relax,” said Justin Bendall, Director 
of Residential Life. “It’s no surprise Centennial 
has become the most requested space for our 
girl boarders each year.”

Centennial Hall



In Spring 2024, we celebrated the opening of The Brewster Odeum, a spectacular 
addition to the Tang Center. With its soaring windows and thoughtfully designed 
interior, the Odeum is now the heart of our Music program. Where students once 
squeezed into hallways or repurposed classrooms for practice, there is now ample 
room to rehearse, perform, and dream big. The Odeum includes individual practice 
rooms, expanded lesson spaces, and even climate-controlled instrument storage with 
custom cubbies. “The space has completely transformed what we can do,” said 
Director of Related Arts, Donna Bessette. “Students are more independent, more 
collaborative, and more excited than ever.”

For many, the Odeum has brought new energy to campus life. On weekends, 
boarders gather to practice or jam in small ensembles, while faculty marvel at the 
creativity happening in every corner.

“It feels joyful and open,” Donna added. “The light, the 
views, the sound quality—it’s all designed to inspire.”

And if you happen to catch a sunset from the rooftop patio? That view has quickly 
become one of the most iconic spots on campus.

When the Morgan Innovation Lab opened last fall, it instantly became a hub 
of imagination and exploration. Thanks to a generous gift from the Beagary 
Charitable Trust, the space now houses 3D printers, laser cutters, VR headsets, 
Wacom drawing tablets, and a suite of iMac computers—all designed to give 
students hands-on opportunities to bring their ideas to life. “This space opens 
up endless possibilities for learning,” shared Donna Dubinsky, Director 
of Technology. 

“Students can explore history through virtual 
reality, design objects to print in 3D, or collaborate 
on digital creations. It’s thrilling to watch them 
discover new passions.”

Faculty have eagerly integrated the Lab into their teaching—from history 
classes exploring ancient civilizations in VR to sports media electives 
designing graphics for athletic events. On weekends, open VR nights bring 
students together for fun and friendship. “This lab helps prepare our kids 
for the future,” Donna said. “It’s about more than technology. It’s about 
curiosity, innovation, and problem-solving.”

Across the sports fields, the buzz of construction has been building 
excitement. The Colhoun Gymnasium extension will transform athletics 
at Rectory and create new opportunities for our students to grow, 
compete, and play. This new facility was designed to support every aspect 
of athletics at Rectory. It features a dedicated fitness room for team and 
individual training, giving students the tools to build strength, improve 
performance, and reach their goals. A dynamic indoor rock wall brings 
new energy to our Adventure Program, offering a year-round climbing 
experience that physically and mentally challenges students.

The expansion also adds much-needed court space, allowing for consistent 
practice schedules and higher-quality training. With this extra room, 
practices are more focused, game times are more predictable, and coaches 
can better develop skills and teamwork.

“Our athletes and coaches are going to love 
this space,” said Athletics Director, Courtney 
Callanan. “It’s not just functional—it’s beautiful. 
And yes,” she laughed, “I’ll definitely be one of 
the first to try the rock wall!”

The gym expansion is more than a building—it’s an investment in our 
students’ health, teamwork, and confidence. It reflects Rectory’s ongoing 
commitment to providing experiences that challenge, inspire, and unite 
our community.
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brewster odeum

the gymnasium extension

Impacting Future Lives
As we reflect on these exciting changes, it’s hard not to think back to 
that grainy photo from 1929. Those builders likely couldn’t imagine all 
the ways their work would shape the lives of generations to come.

Today, our students fill these new spaces with laughter, learning, 
and memories. And just as the Dining Hall once started as a dream, 
the projects we complete today will inspire future generations of 
Rectory Wolves.

With gratitude for our community—our families, alumni, and 
donors—we celebrate this season of growth and look forward to  
the endless possibilities still ahead. 

5

morgan innovation lab



More 
Than a 
Meal
How Rectory’s Dining 
Hall Brings Culture and 
Community to the Table
By Rae Dykeman, Director of Communications

At Rectory School, nestled in the heart of 
Pomfret, Connecticut, the dining hall serves 
far more than food—it serves community, 
connection, and culture. Beneath the hum 
of conversations and the clatter of trays, 
the culinary program—led by longtime 
Chef Manager Dave DeHay—creates daily 
moments of comfort and celebration that 
extend well beyond the plate. >>>

6



With 15 years at Rectory and a career shaped by 
time at Johnson & Wales University and other New 
England boarding schools, DeHay brings both 
expertise and heart to the kitchen. “I really enjoy 
the middle school and elementary age groups,” he 
shares. “The smiles and interactions we have every 
day make this work feel really special.” DeHay isn’t 
just running a kitchen—he’s building a community, 
one meal at a time.  

Rectory’s student body is incredibly diverse, with 
students hailing from across the U.S. and around 
the world. That diversity is a guiding force in 
menu development. “We’re always trying to help 
each student find food that reminds them of 
home,” DeHay explains. “With so many cultures 
represented on campus, we constantly look for ways 
to bring those traditions into our menus.” A key 
part of that effort is simply listening. Students are 
encouraged to share recipes and requests with the 
culinary team. Whether through QR code surveys, 
casual conversations in the dining hall, or class 
projects like those in Dena O’Hara’s Health and 
Wellness course, student voices are taken seriously.

Those voices have brought incredible variety to the 
menu. Special themed events like Lunar New Year, 
Diwali, and Nigerian Independence Day transform 
the dining hall into a space of cultural celebration. 
The popular “Spice Explorers” initiative has taken 
students on flavorful journeys to countries like 
Malaysia, Poland, Peru, Turkey, and the Philippines. 
Even members of the dining staff, such as Heather 
and Olivia, have contributed family recipes that 
connect their heritage with their work—turning 
every meal into an invitation to learn and share.

One particularly memorable event was “Dumpling 
Day,” when Rectory parents and the culinary 
staff worked together to prepare a staggering 
7,000 dumplings by hand. “We were still making 
dumplings when break started,” DeHay remembers 
with a laugh. “And the amazing thing was how 
many students came over to help, to learn, and just 
be part of it. That’s what it’s all about.”

Other student-driven moments have led to new 
traditions. When a Nigerian student asked for a 
meal to celebrate their national holiday, the team 
jumped into action. “We pulled it off with just a 
week’s notice,” says DeHay. “That one student gave 
others the courage to ask for their culture to be 
seen, too.” These interactions reinforce the dining 
hall’s role as a cultural bridge—where meals can 
spark pride, recognition, and unity.

While culture and community are cornerstones 
of the program, so are student favorites. Meals 
like ramen bowls, bao buns, mac and cheese, and 
soy ginger grilled chicken draw crowds and create 
excitement. “Ramen bowl day is probably the top 
meal we serve,” says DeHay. “Every student is 
thrilled when it’s on the menu. They can customize 
it however they like—it’s comforting, creative, and 
always a hit.” Korean army soup, once an unfamiliar 
request on a student survey, now draws lines 
down the hallway thanks to its flavorful depth and 
cultural roots.

The dining hall experience at Rectory doesn’t stop 
when the entrée plates are cleared—it continues 
with a sweet surprise. One standout is the beloved 
white chocolate craisin cookie, born from a friendly 
cookie competition among staff and students. 
Created by Mr. Bendall, this treat has earned its 
place as a favorite at special events, graduations, and 
catered gatherings. It’s more than just dessert—it’s 
a delicious symbol of Rectory’s spirit of community 
and creativity.

Nutrition and health are taken just as seriously as 
taste and variety. The dining program follows strict 
standards that ensure meals are balanced, clean, and 
made with care. “We cook all deli meats in-house, 
we use dried beans instead of canned, and we never 
use MSG or artificial coloring,” DeHay explains. The 
kitchen avoids processed meats whenever possible 
and always offers whole grains and fresh produce. 
These choices aren’t about trends—they’re about 
trust. “We want families to know that what their kids 
are eating is made with intention,” he adds.

For students with allergies or dietary restrictions, 
that intention is even more critical. A dedicated 
team of allergy experts works daily to ensure every 
meal is safe. Students are taught to check the allergy 
board and speak directly with staff before selecting 
their meals. “We take allergies very seriously,” says 
DeHay. “All staff undergo biannual allergy training, 
and our chefs maintain advanced certifications. 
It’s not just policy—it’s a priority.” The team even 
participates in monthly calls with their corporate 
nutrition division to stay ahead of emerging health 
concerns and best practices.

Perhaps the heart of the program lies in the team 
itself. From the early morning breakfast crew to 
the evening dinner staff, the kitchen hums with 
coordination, laughter, and pride. “We’re like a 
family,” DeHay says. “Everyone brings something 
different—whether it’s Jenn’s incredible desserts, 
Heather and Olivia’s soups, or Jess and Liz’s deli 
and salad work. They each leave a signature on the 
meals we serve.”

The relationships they build with students are just as 
meaningful. “We don’t get a student roster,” DeHay 
explains, “so we challenge ourselves to learn new 
names each week. It’s the small conversations, the 
regular smiles—that’s how we connect.” Students 
often seek out “their person” in the kitchen to share 
a story, ask for a recipe, or simply say hello. These 
everyday exchanges are the foundation of a dining 
experience that feels warm and personal.

Looking ahead, the program continues to grow. 
Renovations to update the dining hall’s serving 
lines and enhance the deli and salad bars are on 
the horizon, slated for the 2025-2026 academic 
year. These improvements will bring fresh energy 
and greater efficiency to the space—another 
exciting step forward for a program that never stops 
evolving, while staying true to its heart.

At Rectory, food is never just food. It’s an invitation 
to connect. It’s a memory in the making. And more 
than anything, it’s a reminder that belonging can be 
found around every table, one bite at a time. 7



Laying 
the 

Foundation 
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By Rae Dykeman, Director of Communications



At Rectory School, the academic journey begins 
with a deeply held belief: every child is seen 
and capable of growth, success, and meaningful 
engagement in their learning. From their first 
day in our elementary classrooms to their final 
step into middle school, students are immersed 
in an environment where academic curiosity is 
nurtured, confidence is built, and independence 
is intentionally developed.

Our elementary curriculum is designed not only 
to teach foundational skills but to spark wonder. 
We encourage young learners to ask questions, 
investigate answers, and think critically. Whether 
it’s through a hands-on science experiment, a 
creative writers workshop, or a math game that 
fosters pattern recognition and problem-solving, 
students are invited to explore content with 
purpose. They are active participants in their 
education—not passive recipients—learning to 
advocate for themselves and their learning.

Rectory’s approach is guided by a core philosophy 
that doesn’t change across grade levels: meet 
every student where they are, challenge them 
appropriately, and provide the support they need 
to grow. That’s why differentiation is embedded 
into every classroom experience. Teachers employ 
a range of strategies—small group instruction, 
flexible seating, learning centers, and personalized 
goal-setting—to meet diverse needs. With 
small class sizes and close faculty collaboration, 

we ensure that instruction is tailored, student 
achievement is closely monitored, and transitions 
between grade levels are smooth and intentional.

Building independence is not just an academic 
goal—it’s a life skill we develop from the earliest 
years. Our teachers help students learn to manage 
materials, make thoughtful choices, and reflect 
on their learning. It’s not uncommon to witness 
a quiet learner find their voice during a readers 
workshop or see a hesitant mathematician 
confidently explain a strategy to the class. These 
moments—big and small—are the sparks of 
confidence that lead to lifelong self-assurance.

As students approach the bridge to middle 
school in Grade 4, we begin a thoughtful, 
multi-layered transition. In addition to their 
core academic program, fourth graders gradually 
gain exposure to middle school life. They 
attend monthly Grades 4–7 chapel services and 
join middle school assemblies in the spring. 
Each student also takes part in a Shadow Day, 
walking in the shoes of a fifth grader—attending 
classes, electives, and lunch—to preview the 
routines and expectations of the next phase.
But the transition isn’t just about logistics—it’s 
about relationships. Reflection Days bring 
elementary and middle school teachers together 
to talk through each individual student’s 
strengths and support needs. Parents of fourth 
graders are invited to special events with 

middle school faculty and administrators to 
ask questions and learn more about the middle 
school experience. Every step is designed to help 
students and families feel supported, informed, 
and confident.

The strength of Rectory’s elementary program 
becomes especially clear when students enter 
middle school—not just because of what they 
know, but because of who they’ve become. They 
arrive in Grade 5 with a strong sense of self, a 
readiness to take on new challenges, and a clear 
understanding of how they learn best. These 
students don’t just adapt to middle school—they 
step into it with confidence, curiosity, and a deep 
connection to the Rectory community.  

                                                        >>>

How Rectory’s 

Elementary Program 

Prepares Future 

Middle Schoolers
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By Rae Dykeman, Director of Communications



One of the most visible impacts is in the 
academic habits our students bring with them. 
Having spent their formative years in classrooms 
that foster self-reflection, perseverance, and 
inquiry, these learners arrive in middle school 
knowing how to ask thoughtful questions, 
advocate for their needs, and build on prior 
knowledge in meaningful ways. Our curriculum 
isn’t built around short-term units—it’s layered 
and connected, allowing students to deepen 
their understanding over time. By fifth grade, 
students are not just retaining content, but 
applying it, synthesizing ideas, and making real-
world connections.

Socially and emotionally, Rectory elementary 
students arrive with a strong foundation in 
agency and empathy. They’ve been in an 
environment that encourages them to try 
hard things and celebrate growth. As a result, 
they bring a level of maturity and emotional 
intelligence that elevates the entire middle 
school community. They know our school’s 
values. They live them. You’ll see them give high 
fives to younger students in the halls, check in 
with peers who are struggling, and welcome new 
classmates into our fold with genuine kindness.

To make the transition as smooth as possible, 
our support systems are both thoughtful 
and intentional. The fifth-grade classroom 
is located just steps from the fourth grade, 
helping students adjust without losing their 
sense of comfort and connection. Our fourth 

and fifth-grade teachers collaborate year-round 
to ensure continuity of instruction and a 
consistent approach to student support. These 
partnerships are further strengthened during 
Reflection Days, when the Elementary and 
Middle School faculty meet to share insights, 
discuss each student’s learning profile, and 
create a plan for continued growth.

Faculty collaboration across disciplines also 
plays a critical role in easing both the academic 
and emotional transition. Our Spanish, music, 
visual arts, movement, computer science, 
library, and learning support teachers work 
with students from elementary through middle 
school, creating a seamless progression in both 
content and relationship-building. Students 
benefit from seeing familiar faces in new 
spaces, which builds trust and continuity. These 
specialists collaborate closely with classroom 
teachers to align expectations, ensure a cohesive 
experience, and identify the best ways to 
support each learner’s journey.

Beyond the classroom, our fifth graders are 
empowered through programs that help them 
grow as leaders. Each student is paired with a 
ninth-grade mentor—an older peer who serves as 
a guide, mentor, and friend throughout the year. 
These cross-grade relationships foster a sense of 
belonging and purpose that stretches across our 
entire campus. Students begin to see themselves 
as part of something larger, with a role to play in 
shaping and supporting our community.

In fifth grade, students also take part in our 
Student Development and Leadership Program, 
further reinforcing the skills of communication, 
collaboration, and self-advocacy. Their 
involvement in the middle school musical, 
band, and chorus not only develops their talents 
but also builds their confidence and connection 
with older peers. With each experience, 
they carry forward the foundation built in 
elementary school—stepping into middle school 
not just as learners, but as leaders in the making.

You don’t have to look far to see the long-term 
results of our approach. Students like Erin Park, 
McKenna Bendall, Jackson Hayden, and Jotham 
Burello—who began their Rectory journeys 
in elementary—are now known for their 
leadership, academic excellence, and compassion 
as upperclassmen and 2025 Rectory Graduates. 
They’re the ones who rise when it counts, stand 
steady beside others, and reach back to make 
the way clearer for those coming next. That’s the 
power of a Rectory education.

And it all begins in 

those early years—where 

students first learn to 

say, “I can do hard things,” 

and believe it. 
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ON-CAMPUS RECAP

Felicia Rodman Receives 2025 Kellogg Award for 
Excellence in Education
Rectory School proudly honored Ms. Felicia Rodman with the prestigious 2025 Kellogg Award 
in recognition of her outstanding contributions as a teacher, coach, dorm parent, and campus 
leader. Hired initially as a learning specialist, Ms. Rodman has grown into a pillar of Rectory’s 
academic and residential life, now teaching history in one of the school’s most intellectually 
engaging and inviting classrooms.

Known for her high standards, unwavering dedication, and student-centered approach, 
Ms. Rodman fosters deep, skill-based learning while encouraging ownership and initiative 
among her students. Her dynamic involvement extends beyond the classroom—she has 
coached flag football, basketball, fencing, and softball; served as a dorm parent; and 
currently holds key leadership positions as faculty liaison to the Board of Trustees and co-
chair of the Faculty Life Committee.

A role model of professionalism and heart, Ms. Rodman exemplifies the spirit of the Kellogg 
Award—celebrating both tenure and impact at Rectory.

Marcia Williams Honored with 2025 Kellogg Award  
for Transformational Service
Rectory School is delighted to present the 2025 Kellogg Award to Mrs. Marcia Williams, 
whose 15 years of steadfast dedication and quiet leadership have left a lasting mark on the 
school’s operational strength and community warmth.

Originally arriving on campus with no formal role, Mrs. Williams quickly became 
indispensable—first by transforming Rectory’s data management systems with her sharp 
expertise, then by stepping into the development office where her creativity and determination 
helped raise alumni and parent engagement to record levels. Known for her responsiveness, 
grace under pressure, and willingness to tackle any task—technical or interpersonal—she has 
been a go-to resource across departments.

Whether she was modernizing databases, hosting alumni at Brittain House, or making 
students feel at home during tough times, Mrs. Williams approached each responsibility with 
thoughtfulness and a deep sense of care. Her impact is profound and enduring, and this award 
celebrates the exceptional difference she continues to make.
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Bench Dedication Honors Fred and Marcia Williams for 
Their Service to Rectory School
In a heartfelt moment of gratitude and celebration, the Rectory Parents’ Association (RPA) dedicated 
a bench in honor of Fred and Marcia Williams, recognizing their enduring contributions to the school 
community. The bench will be placed near the lower pickleball and tennis courts—a fitting location 
given Mr. Williams’ well-known love for pickleball—as fondly shared during this spring’s concert.

During the dedication, Mr. Williams expressed sincere appreciation for the thoughtful gesture, 
noting the bench’s beauty and personal significance. He also took a moment to recognize the RPA 
for their ongoing volunteer efforts to support both students and faculty. “These are volunteers… 
their sole goal is to do right by you,” he said.

The engraved bench not only offers a place of rest and reflection but stands as a lasting tribute to 
two individuals who have made a meaningful impact on the Rectory School community.



middle 
school

 roseland 
park jingle 
bell 5k 
The Roseland Park Jingle 
Bell 5K brought festive 
fun and holiday spirit! 
Students and teachers 
donned their best 
seasonal gear to run, 
walk, and jingle their way 
to personal bests and 
great memories.

 bigelow 
honors
Bigelow Honors students 
dive into real-world 
learning at Nichols 
College! As part of this 
interdisciplinary program 
for high-achieving 8th 
and 9th graders, students 
explored college-level 
ideas and environments—
connecting classroom 
concepts to future 
possibilities.

Snowball Dance
Students dressed to impress for Rectory’s 
annual Snowball Dance—an evening of 
dining, dancing, and celebration that 
brings the campus community together 
in style. The semi-formal event featured 
festive décor, a special dinner, and a 
lively dance floor where students and 
faculty alike shared laughter, music, and 
memorable moments to close out the 
winter season.
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 farm-fresh 
Students enjoyed a lunchtime treat 

featuring a variety of local apples and 
fresh cider! Chef Kim and Matt, our 

produce partner, offered seasonal 
flavors and answered questions about 

the farm-fresh experience.
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ON-CAMPUS RECAP

Spring Musical: Oh, the Places They 
Performed!
This spring, Rectory School was transported to the whimsical 
world of Dr. Seuss with a dazzling production of Seussical. Bursting 
with color, creativity, and charm, the show brought together Horton 
the Elephant, the Cat in the Hat, Gertrude McFuzz, and a host of 
beloved Seussian characters for an unforgettable adventure.

From the first note to the final bow, the cast showcased not 
only their talent, but also their teamwork, confidence, and heart. 
Under the direction of the Performing Arts Department, students 
lit up the stage with powerful vocals, clever choreography, and 
imaginative costumes—each moment a testament to their hard 
work and passion.

The production was more than a performance; it was a 
celebration of storytelling, community, and the boundless 
imagination that defines childhood. Congratulations to the 
entire Seussical cast and crew for reminding us all that “a 
person’s a person, no matter how small.”

Regatta
In a favorite year-end tradition, students gathered at 
the pond in May for the Rectory Regatta—racing their 
homemade cardboard boats and seeing who could stay 
afloat the longest! In 2025, this beloved event was 
renamed The Fred and Marcia Williams Rectory Regatta in 
honor of their lasting impact on the Rectory community.

MELP
The May Experiential Learning Program (MELP) is one of Rectory’s 
most anticipated traditions—an immersive, week-long journey where 
students and faculty step out of the classroom and into the world. 
Designed to push students beyond their boundaries, MELP helps them 
explore new possibilities, develop real-world skills, and gain a deeper 
understanding of themselves and the world around them.

Each spring, students engage in hands-on, in-depth learning through 
unique excursions that blend challenge, curiosity, and discovery. 
Whether navigating a new environment, tackling team-based 
projects, or reflecting on personal growth, MELP fosters the kind of 
experiential learning that leaves a lasting impact—preparing students 
not just for school, but for life.
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Athletics are more than just games—they’re a powerful extension of the classroom. Rectory’s athletics program 
is rooted in the belief that physical activity builds character, fosters community, and ignites a lifelong passion 
for fitness and well-being. Each season, every student takes part in our athletics program, a cornerstone of the 
Rectory experience. With opportunities across multiple levels of competition, every student—from the seasoned 
athlete to the enthusiastic beginner—finds a place to thrive. Our varsity teams are known for their competitive 
spirit and success, while developmental teams focus on honing fundamental skills, building confidence, and 
encouraging a growth mindset.

While inter-school competition adds excitement and drive, the true heart of Rectory athletics lies in personal growth. 
We emphasize teamwork, skill development, sportsmanship, and—most importantly—enjoyment. Students are 
encouraged to take risks, challenge themselves, and discover new strengths in a supportive environment.

Whether scoring the winning goal, cheering on teammates from the sideline, or trying a new sport for the first 
time, every Rectory athlete is learning, growing, and building memories that last far beyond the final whistle.

Fall
Our fall season set an impressive 

tone for the year, marked by passion, 
perseverance, and standout performances 

across all teams. Student-athletes 
rose to every challenge with determination 

and heart.

Winter
Winter brought a celebration of team 

spirit and achievement. From basketball 
championships and fencing’s undefeated 

run to standout swim times and a stunning 
dance performance, Rectory athletes  

shined across the board.

Spring
Spring rounded out the year with energy 

and determination. Whether on the lacrosse 
field, baseball diamond, tennis court, or 

track, students pushed their limits, celebrated 
milestones, and modeled the sportsmanship 

that defines our program.

Season Highlights
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athletics at rectory
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:
Jackson A. ’25 makes a move against an 
opponent during an early-season Varsity 

Hockey game.  Swimmers Chris C. 
’25, Arvin S. ’27, Leon L. ’26, and Oscar 
Z. ’29 take a breather during practice. 

 Mary-Allegra T. ’27 and Miley L. ’26 
celebrate after the Cross Country team 
captured the Small Division title at the 
2024 QVJC League Championship.  

Coach Roy reviews critical plays with the 
Boys Varsity A Basketball team during a 
tight home game.  The Girls Varsity 
Basketball team celebrates with Coach 
Bradley and Coach Hart after capturing 

the championship at the Newton 
Country Day Tournament.  Coach 
Ames huddles with the flag football 

team, sharing play details ahead of the 
Fall Family Weekend scrimmage.  Nina 
Z. ’26 practices her swing at Connecticut 

National Golf Course.



 Eric Kim 3v3 Memorial 
Basketball Tournament

Students and faculty came together for the 
annual Eric Kim Memorial 3-on-3 Basketball 

Tournament—an event filled with energy, 
heart, and community spirit. Founded by 

Eric’s friends Aidan R. ’18 and Jihee L. ’18, the 
tournament celebrates Eric Kim ’19’s memory 

while raising funds for charity each spring.

Fall & Spring Family weekends    
Fall Family Weekend buzzed with energy—parent-
teacher conferences, the Prism Concert, a packed 
Friday dinner with highlights from the year, and 
lively athletic events. Families enjoyed campus 
tours, sunshine, a cookout, and fun activities for kids 
hosted by the Parents’ Association. Spring Family 
Weekend amped up the excitement by coinciding 
with Alumni Reunion, featuring classroom visits, 
concerts, and special events that brought together 
families, alumni, and staff for a joyful celebration of 
community. Both weekends overflowed with smiles, 
music, and memories—reminding everyone why 
being part of Rectory is so special.

Faculty Appreciation 

A well-deserved fall feast! Faculty and staff gathered 
for a special appreciation lunch, complete with a 
full spread of seasonal favorites and sweet treats to 
celebrate their incredible work and dedication.

Serving up gratitude, one parfait at a time! Director 
of Learning Services Kristen Johnson, Director of 
Academics Lisa Hart, and Assistant Head of School 
Glenn Ames surprised faculty with personalized 
parfaits as a sweet thank-you for all they do.

community 
events
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Black & Orange Days   
Our Spring Term Black and Orange 
Day brought the energy as students 
and faculty faced off in a fun-filled 
afternoon of athletic challenges, 
teamwork games, and friendly 
competition. As the final Black 
and Orange Day of the year, the 
excitement was high with every point 
counting toward the yearlong rivalry. 
From obstacle courses to brain teasers, 
this beloved tradition showcases the 
joy, sportsmanship, and school pride 
that define the Rectory experience.

Leaving the Wolf Den  
The Class of 2025 started their end-of-
year celebrations with Leaving the Wolf 
Den—a meaningful tradition designed 
to help students reflect on their Rectory 
journey and begin embracing their new 
role as alumni. Hosted by the Alumni and 
Development Office, the luncheon held 
in the Wolf Den Student Center featured 
introductions to alumni staff, insights on 
staying involved after graduation, and 
personal stories from faculty members 
and recent alumni. Students also 
nominated class agents—peers chosen 
for their leadership, enthusiasm, and 
commitment to staying connected. These 
agents will help keep their classmates in 
touch with one another and with Rectory 
in the years ahead. As a meaningful 
close to the event, each student wrote 
a letter to their future self, sealed for 
safekeeping until their 10th reunion in 
2033. With heartfelt moments and a 
shared sense of legacy, Leaving the Wolf 
Den gave students time to pause, reflect, 
and look ahead—before the whirlwind 
of the final weeks of school.

  8th Grade 
Luncheon 

At the 8th Grade Leadership 
Luncheon, students were 

recognized for their 
contributions to the Rectory 

community and wished the very 
best as they prepare to take on 

new adventures in 9th grade.

17
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elementary 
school

 Black & Orange Day
Elementary students are ready to dig in at the annual Pancake Breakfast—
a beloved Black & Orange Day tradition to kick off Winter Term.

 Happy Birthday, Charlotte
Charlotte the bearded dragon, beloved member of Rectory’s 
Grade 2–3 classroom, celebrated her birthday in style this 
year—complete with party hats and plenty of excitement from 
her young caretakers. As more than just a class pet, Charlotte 
helps teach responsibility, spark curiosity, and bring joy to the 
elementary community. Her birthday was a fun reminder of 
the unique and meaningful connections that make learning at 
Rectory so special.

PHOTO: The 2-3 Classroom’s beloved bearded dragon, 
Charlotte, celebrated in style—party hat and all!

 ELEMENTARY SKATE
Elementary Skate is a beloved Winter Term 
tradition, giving our youngest Wolves a chance 
to hit the ice each week for joy, movement, 
and plenty of smiles.
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melp jr
Learning beyond the classroom, 
adventure beyond imagination. 
During MELP Jr. week, elementary 
students took their learning on 
the road, exploring a variety of 
museums that brought classroom 
lessons to life. From science and 
history to art and innovation, each 
day offered hands-on experiences. 
This weeklong adventure was 
a joyful reminder that learning 
doesn’t stop at the classroom 
door—it thrives wherever young 
minds are eager to explore.

  PHOTO: A student takes a closer 
look at traditional tribal wear during 
a MELP Jr. visit to the Mashantucket 
Pequot Museum.

 PHOTO: Two Rectory students 
sketch and take notes on their 
favorite pieces during a visit to the 
Worcester Art Museum.

 Grade 4 Words Ceremony in June
The annual 4th Grade Words Ceremony celebrated four outstanding students, each honored with a special 
word that captures their unique character and contributions to the class. This meaningful tradition marks 
the transition from elementary to upper school, offering encouragement and recognition as our fourth 
graders prepare for their next big step. PHOTO: Kavia P., Robert P., Kennedy B., and Gnan P. were each 
honored with a special word during Rectory’s annual 4th Grade Words Ceremony—a meaningful tradition 
that marks their transition from elementary to middle school.

19
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SKI TRIP  
Rectory students take on 

Breckenridge, CO during the 2025 
Ski Trip—building skills, confidence, 

and friendships along the way.

 Horizons
Now in its second year, Horizons at Rectory School has expanded to serve two classrooms of rising 
first and second graders from the local community. This tuition-free summer program blends hands-
on academics with enrichment activities like swimming, field trips, and social-emotional learning. As 
part of the national Horizons network, the program combats summer learning loss and helps students 
gain critical skills in literacy and math. With a growing impact and a dedicated team of educators and 
volunteers, Horizons continues to foster a love of learning and a foundation for long-term success.

PHOTO: Head of School Julie Anderson joins Horizons Rectory School’s rising second grade class as a 
special guest reader.

 
Summer@
Rectory
Summer@Rectory 2025 
brought together students 
from around the globe 
for a dynamic blend of 
learning, exploration, and 
community. Mornings were 
spent in small-group classes 
such as creative writing, 
robotics, ESL, math, and 
musical theater—each 
designed to promote 
interest and deepen skills. 
Afternoons offered a 
vibrant mix of enrichment 
activities, from sports and 
nature exploration to video 
storytelling and visual arts. 
Students built confidence, 
discovered new passions, 
and formed lasting 
friendships. This summer 
was a joyful celebration 
of creativity, connection, 
and personal growth—an 
experience students won’t 
soon forget.

auxiliary programs
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 ARTS IN THE BARN
Creativity shines at Rectory’s Arts 
in the Barn! From capturing the 
perfect shot in our photography 
class to crafting vibrant stained 
glass in our adult workshops, 
this program celebrates artistic 
exploration for all ages.

 Rectory Day Camp
This year’s Rectory Day Camp was 
filled with energy, exploration, 
and joy as campers ages 3 to 
13 took full advantage of our 
beautiful campus and wide-
ranging activities. From swim 
lessons and nature walks to 
drama, dance, sports, and art, 
each week offered something 
new and exciting. Older campers 
in the Summer Adventure 
Program ventured off-campus for 
hikes, beach trips, tubing, and 
more—building confidence and 
independence along the way. 
Guided by a caring staff and 
grounded in strong character 
values, every camper left with 
new friendships, new skills, and 
lasting summer memories.
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Q&A with 
Rectory’s 
New Head 
of School, 
Julie 
Anderson

By Rae Dykeman  
Interview with Julie Anderson
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What drew you to Rectory 

School, and what excites you 

most about becoming its Head 

of School?
I was looking for a new professional challenge, 
and I’ve always found working with middle grade 
students incredibly rewarding. What drew me to 
Rectory was the opportunity to work with both 
middle and elementary students in a community that 
truly values each stage of a child’s development. As 
I got to know the school better, I was struck by how 
closely my own values align with Rectory’s—especially 
the commitment to strong academics paired with 
meaningful learning support.

I’ve always been fascinated by different cultures, 
languages, and traditions, so the chance to work 
with an international student body really appealed to 
me. But more than anything, what excites me most 
is becoming part of the Rectory community. From my 
very first visit, I felt the warmth, the pride, and the 
sense of belonging that people here share. I can’t 
wait to build relationships and learn more about 
what makes this place so special.

Can you share a bit about your 

background in education and 

leadership? How do those 

experiences shape your vision 

for Rectory?
Languages have always been a passion of mine. In 
high school, I dove into Spanish, French, Italian—
even a little Russian—which sparked my decision 
to become a Spanish teacher and share that love of 
language and culture with others. I earned my B.A. 
in Spanish Language and Literature from Wesleyan 
University, along with certifications in both Spanish 
and elementary education. I started out teaching 
in public schools, spending ten years in middle and 
high school classrooms while also earning master’s 
degrees in Elementary and Middle Grades Education 
and in Humanities.

After stepping away for a bit to care for my first 
child, I returned to education at Cheshire Academy, a 
boarding school here in Connecticut. Over the years 
there, I had the chance to wear many hats—Spanish 
teacher, dorm parent, advisor, department chair, 
middle school head, academic dean, and eventually 

associate head of school. I was honored to serve as 
head of school for eight years.

As I begin my journey at Rectory, my first priority 
is simple: to get to know the community and 
build trust. I’ve spent time preparing for the year 
ahead, but there’s no substitute for listening—really 
listening—to students, faculty, families, staff, alumni, 
and the broader Pomfret community. I believe that 
strong schools stay rooted in their mission while 
also casting a clear, shared vision for the future. It’s 
so important that everyone understands and feels 
connected to our purpose.

I’m incredibly grateful to build on the legacy 
of Fred Williams. His support and generosity 
during this transition have meant a great deal. 
While our leadership styles may differ, we share 
a deep commitment to children, to the power of 
independent school education, and to nurturing a 
healthy, supportive, and engaged school culture.



What are your top priorities 

for Rectory in your first year 

as Head of School?
My theme for the year is curiosity. I plan to ask 
questions, listen closely, and really learn the “why” 
behind what makes Rectory unique. I’m excited to 
spend time with students of all ages—whether that’s 
reading stories, teaching a lesson, or cheering them 
on at events.

Building strong relationships is my top priority—
connecting with students, families, faculty, and alumni 
to understand their experiences, hopes, and dreams. I 
also look forward to strengthening connections across 
all divisions of the school to foster a strong sense of 
unity and shared purpose.

How do you see Rectory’s 

unique approach to 

individualized learning 

evolving under your 

leadership?
I’m deeply committed to honoring and building on 
Rectory’s strong tradition of individualized learning. 
My goal is to make sure every student feels seen, 
supported, and challenged in the ways they need 
to grow—not just academically, but socially and 
emotionally, too. I look forward to working closely with 
teachers and staff across all divisions to explore new 
ideas and expand personalized learning opportunities. 
Together, we’ll ensure our approach stays dynamic and 
continues to meet the needs of every learner.

Rectory prides itself on its 

close-knit community. How 

do you plan to engage with 

students, parents, and faculty 

to strengthen that bond?
My husband Tom and I love hosting gatherings—big 
or small—and we’re excited to use Britton House as 
a welcoming space to connect with the people who 
make Rectory, Rectory.

I’m passionate about the arts, so you’ll often find 
me at concerts and drama productions. Athletics 
might not be my natural zone, but I’ll be a loud and 
enthusiastic supporter of our teams! I’m also working 
closely with each division to find meaningful ways to 
be present in classrooms and daily life.

To keep families connected, I’ll share a weekly Head 
of School update with news and highlights from 
campus. For me, being part of Rectory isn’t just a 
job—it’s a way of life, and I’m fully committed to this 
incredible community.

What role do you see 

extracurricular activities—

such as athletics, the arts, 

and service—playing in a well-

rounded Rectory education?
I believe every student should have the chance to 
engage in athletics, the arts, and service. Each plays 
a unique and essential role in shaping well-rounded, 
grounded young people. Service opportunities help 
students reflect on their own privileges and inspire 
them to make a positive difference in the world. 
Through meaningful acts of giving back, we plant the 
seeds for a lifelong commitment to helping others.

Arts and athletics are just as important. They teach 
teamwork, resilience, and the joy of working toward 
a common goal. At the same time, they promote 
creativity, confidence, and overall well-being—habits 
that support students long after they leave Rectory.

With new campus developments 

like the upcoming gym, how do 

you see these enhancements 

shaping student life and the 

school’s future?
New spaces bring energy, excitement, and a sense 
of possibility. The new gym will open the door to all 
kinds of opportunities—for celebration, growth, and 
connection—and will be a meaningful part of student 
life for years to come.

Whether it’s through new facilities or fresh academic 
and co-curricular programs, these enhancements 
show Rectory’s commitment to evolving while 
staying true to its mission. I’ll encourage my 
colleagues to think creatively and boldly, and I look 
forward to partnering with alumni and families to 
help bring that shared vision to life. Together, we’ll 
ensure Rectory continues to thrive in a world that’s 
always changing.

What message do you have for 

the Rectory community as you 

step into this leadership role?
It’s a true honor to step into the role of Head of 
School at Rectory, and I don’t take that responsibility 
lightly. From the moment I first set foot on campus, 
I could feel the deep care this community has—for 
the students, the mission, and for one another. 
I’m here to give this work my whole heart, and I’m 
grateful in advance for the patience, perspective, and 
partnership of those around me as I listen, learn, and 
grow into the role.
 
I know how much Rectory means to so many, 
and I’m excited to roll up my sleeves and work 
alongside all of you. Together, we’ll focus on 
growing enrollment in thoughtful, sustainable ways 
that protect what makes Rectory so special. We’ll 
launch a strategic plan that outlines a bold, clear 
path for the future, and develop a campus master 
plan that respects our roots while making room for 
what’s next. We’ll also strengthen our approach 
to fundraising—not just to reach goals, but to tell 
Rectory’s story in ways that invite others to believe in 
and invest in our future.

Most of all, I’m grateful—grateful for the trust 
you’ve placed in me and excited to build the 
relationships that will shape this next chapter for 
Rectory, together. 
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“I know how much Rectory means to so 
many, and I’m excited to roll up my sleeves 

and work alongside all of you.”
-Julie Anderson, Head Of School
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stepping forward 
with purpose – 
the rectory school 
class of 2025
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On a cool June morning filled with the hum of 
celebration, the Class of 2025 crossed the stage at 
Rectory School’s annual commencement—each step 
a testament to their years of effort, exploration, and 
growth. While every graduation marks an ending and 
a beginning, this year’s ceremony stood out not just 
for the accomplishments being celebrated, but for the 
wisdom shared by Head of School Fred Williams in 
his final address to this remarkable class.

“This is the most anticipated day for the members 
of the Class of 2025,” Mr. Williams began. “These 
students have earned this moment in the spotlight.” 
Indeed, they had—capping their time at Rectory 
with vibrant performances, heartfelt mentorship, and 
academic and personal achievements that reflected 
their unique talents and collective spirit. Whether 
through the show-stopping production of Seussical 
or the thoughtful presentations at the Capstone Fair, 
the Class of 2025 left no doubt about their readiness 
to move forward.

As Mr. Williams addressed the graduates, his message 
moved beyond celebration. It was a reminder that the 
next chapter—one filled with promise and purpose—
would require more than ambition. It would require 
mindset. His rallying cry? A simple yet powerful 
phrase: Pura Vida.

Introduced during the Costa Rica MELP (May 
Experiential Learning Program), Pura Vida—which 
translates directly as “pure life”—is more than a 
saying. As Mr. Williams explained, it’s a way of 
being: joyful, resilient, present. “Pura vida, which 
has much to offer you in your quest for promise and 
purpose, is already coursing through your veins,” he 
told the class. “The goal now...is to increase the flow 
as you continue your life’s journey.”

Examples of pura vida moments were woven 
throughout his remarks—moments when students 
fully embraced the joy and energy of their 
community. From spontaneous dance parties to 
confident performances, from bold questions to 
quiet acts of kindness, the Class of 2025 has already 
learned to live with enthusiasm and authenticity.

They’ve also shown resilience and perspective—
qualities vital for the road ahead. “Not all, as we have 
experienced, goes our way,” Mr. Williams reminded 
them. “This is not altogether bad. Our reaction to 
disappointment is fully within our control.” He 
emphasized that titles or outcomes don’t define who 
they are; their character does. And on that front, 
the Class of 2025 has shone brightly—whether as 
leaders, supporters, artists, athletes, or friends.

The graduates have also left a meaningful mark 
through service. Their efforts with Rectory’s 
SHIELD (Student Happiness, Inclusion, Equity, 
Leadership, and Difference) program, their 
leadership in mentoring younger students, and their 
weekend volunteer work at the African Community 
Education Center reflected the deep values of 
empathy and responsibility they’ve embraced.

As the ceremony drew to a close, Mr. Williams 
offered one final pura vida, this time as both a 
goodbye and an invitation to return. “How fitting 
that on this day, as we at Rectory wrestle with the 
emotional weight of your departure, we can offer a 
farewell that doubles as a hello—reminding us that 
your life journeys will hopefully have stops back in 
our Quiet Corner.”

To the Class of 2025: your presence has 
enriched our community, your laughter 
and courage have inspired us, and your 
future—filled with promise and purpose—
is just beginning. Pura vida. Always. 

pura vida, class of 2025: 
a commencement 
reflection
By Rae Dykeman  |  Excerpted and adapted from Fred Williams’ Commencement Address at Rectory School Avon Old Farms School

Berkshire School

Blair Academy

Choate Rosemary Hall

Cranbrook Schools

Deerfield Academy

Episcopal High School

Emma Willard School

Phillips Exeter Academy

Hill School

Hotchkiss School

KEIO Academy

Lake Forest Academy

Loomis Chaffee School

Lawrenceville School

Marianapolis Prep

Mercersburg Academy

Middlesex School

New Hampton School

Northfield Mount Hermon School

Norwich Free Academy

Pomfret School

Portsmouth Abbey School

Saint James School

St. Mark’s School

Stevenson School

Stony Brook School

Suffield Academy

Tabor Academy

Thacher School

Thayer Academy

The Village School, TX

Webb Schools, CA

Westminster School

Westtown School

Woodstock Academy

Worcester Academy

class of 2025 
matriculation
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graduation day 
awards 

1. Mabel B. Bigelow Memorial Cup:   

McKenna Reese Bendall,
Pomfret, CT

2. Father Bigelow Memorial Cup:   

Jotham Lyman Burrello,
Ashford, CT

3. Mr. And Mrs. John Character Cup:

Noora Nayiga Muwonge, 
Bowie, Md

4. Thomas B. Harrison Cup    

Anthony Anietie 
Boniface,
East Providence, RI

5. Alexander C. Vasiloff Memorial Award 

Khurziya Maratova, 
Storrs, CT

6. John Frazar Austin Cup 

Jackson John Charles 
Hayden, 
Pomfret Center, CT

7. John Bloodworth Mobley, Jr. Class of 

1991 Cup:  

Stephen Parker Moss, 
Charlotte, NC

8. Adam B. Silver Scholar-Athlete Cup: 

Roan Joseph Donovan, 
Woodstock, CT

9. John And Millie Green Cup:  

Kinaya Victoria Zen 
Bowe, George Town, 
Exuma Bahamas

10. Goodridge-Barber Academic Cup: 

Qingya “Gia” Jing, 
Shanghai, China

11. Charles Rockwell Cup   

Erin Cornelia Park, 
Pomfret Center, CT

12. Patrick D. Wood ’01 Memorial Prize 

Jotham Lyman Burrello, 
Ashford, CT

1 2

4 5

7 8

10 11



This year, Rectory’s commencement featured 
an historic first: a student duo delivering the 
graduation speech. Jotham Burrello and Erin 
Park, elected representatives of the Class of 
2025, brought warmth, humor, and heartfelt 
wisdom to the podium—offering not just 
their own reflections, but the collective voice 
of their classmates.

“We wanted to represent the thoughts and 
feelings of our class—not just speak for 
ourselves,” Jotham shared, as the two launched 
into their tag-team address. With help from 
Student Leadership reflections and advice 
sheets curated throughout the year, they 
wove together a tapestry of lessons learned, 
memories made, and aspirations ahead.

The advice they shared painted a vivid picture 
of the class’s spirit:

“Be you. Don’t let anyone tell you what to do,” 
wrote Luis.

“Never push yourself too hard,” Chris offered. 
“Instead of challenging yourself to be the best, 
challenge yourself to be better.”

“Set your standards high, but don’t panic if you 
falter,” advised Khurziya.

“9th grade English is harder than you think,” 
Hanbyeol joked.

And from Ailee: “Step out of your comfort 
zone, loosen up, and have fun.”

Some advice was lighthearted, like Bill’s 
warning that “infractions stack up,” or Erin’s 
reminder that being kind and genuine makes 

every day better. Others were sincere reminders 
of resilience, like Timur’s “Don’t give up... 
especially before applications are over,” or 
Hazel’s simple but powerful, “Fake it until you 
make it.”

Through laughter and reflection, Jotham and 
Erin celebrated how far the class had come—
from navigating rigorous coursework and 
extracurriculars to forming lifelong friendships, 
overcoming personal challenges, and, for some, 
growing up at Rectory from elementary years on.

Erin shared how her time at Rectory shaped her:
 “There are just so many of you—friends and 
teachers—who have changed me from an 
insanely shy kid to a more confident, positive 
person. You helped me become someone 
who looks forward to (almost) every day of 
school… ready to laugh until I choke on 
myself in class or make infinite memories.”

Jotham reflected on the year’s journey with 
gratitude and perspective:
 “This year was filled with high highs and 
the occasional low, but I’m so proud of what 
we’ve accomplished. Being on the Student 
Council was a pleasure. And I want to sincerely 
thank the people I had the privilege of calling 
friends—and also those I wish I’d gotten to 
know better.”

With humor, honesty, and heart, 
Jotham and Erin’s shared speech 
marked a fitting sendoff for a 
class defined by individuality, 
community, and courage—and 
left an indelible mark on Rectory’s 
graduation tradition. 
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Words from 
the Class:  
A Commencement 
Reflection by 
Jotham & Erin
The first-ever graduation speech duo takes the stage 
for the Class of 2025.

By Rae Dykeman  |  Excerpted and adapted from Student Commencement Address at Rectory School
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2025 ALUMNI AWARDS

In the spring of his first year at Rectory School, 
John faced a decision that would shape his 
athletic future—choosing a spring sport. 
Though he had never held a lacrosse stick before, 
a nudge from fellow student Drew Fox led him 
to try the unfamiliar game. What began as a leap 
of faith quickly grew into a lifelong passion.

John’s determination and athletic instincts 
propelled him from complete novice to varsity 
player by his ninth-grade year. That same 
season, he was named co-captain—an early 
indication of the leadership and drive that 
would define his athletic journey.

After graduating from Rectory, John continued 
to chase excellence on and off the field. He 
went on to Kent School, where his athletic 
accomplishments earned him a place in the 
school’s Athletic Hall of Fame. He then 
advanced to the University of North Carolina, 

capturing a national lacrosse championship as 
part of one of the country’s most elite programs.

From Rectory to Kent to Chapel Hill, John 
has been surrounded by top-tier talent—but it 
has always been his self-awareness, charisma, 
and innate leadership that elevated every team 
he joined. As Fred Williams, former Head of 
School, reflected, “John’s legacy is not just in 
the games he played or the championships 
he won—but in his enduring ability to bring 
people together, inspire his teammates, and 
lead with heart.”

As his name graced the pages of The Rectory 
News graduation issue in 1986, it was clear 
that his impact reached far beyond the field. 
He earned honorable mentions for five student 
awards, including Best All-Around Athlete, 
and was the recipient of two of Rectory’s most 
prestigious honors: the Harrison Cup, for 

outstanding sportsmanship and consideration 
for others, and the Father Bigelow Memorial 
Cup, awarded to the graduate who best 
embodies the values of character, compassion, 
and community.

This year, we are proud to celebrate 
John’s journey by welcoming him 
into the Rectory School Athletic 
Wall of Honor—joining the ranks 
of our school’s most respected and 
accomplished athletes. 

from rookie to champion

Honoring John m. Dolan ’86 
on Rectory’s Athletic Wall 
of Honor



Fifteen years ago, as Fred Williams settled into his 
first year as Head of School, he found himself sitting 
across from Margaret and Hugh Whipple at the Inn 
at Woodstock Hill. It was a conversation rooted in 
possibility and purpose. Among the many projects 
discussed that day, one stood out: Rectory’s aging 
tennis courts. Cracked and worn, the courts had 
become not only unplayable—but unsafe.

Moved by both the need and perhaps a family 
legacy—Hugh’s grandmother was an avid tennis 
player—the Whipples stepped forward to fund the 
revitalization of the courts. It was their first major 
gift to the school. Now, as Mr. Williams concludes 
his tenure, the Whipples have stepped forward 
once again—not with rackets this time, but with a 
shared vision for the arts.

With the creation of the Brewster Odeum, Margaret 
and Hugh Whipple have left an indelible mark 
on the creative soul of Rectory. This state-of-the-

art performance space stands as a celebration of 
growth—of the school, the music program, and the 
belief that every student deserves a place to be heard.

Over the past decade, Rectory’s performing arts 
program has seen extraordinary expansion. From 
increased student enrollment in private lessons 
to the emergence of new ensembles and offerings 
like World Drumming, Ukulele, Ocarina, and 
Acting, the demand for space has grown with 
the students’ curiosity and talent. The Brewster 
Odeum meets that need—not just as a facility, but 
as a philosophy. The stage now belongs to the play. 
The orchestra has a true home. Instruments are 
safe, accessible, and ready to inspire.

The Odeum’s design encourages collaboration, 
creativity, and community. It turns scheduling 
conflicts into shared celebrations, and gives students 
the tools, space, and confidence to discover their 
voices—whether through song, story, or symphony.

Rectory School proudly and gratefully 
recognizes Margaret and Hugh 
Whipple for their unwavering support, 
generous spirit, and belief in the power 
of music to connect and transform. 
Their legacy now lives not only in bricks 
and mortar, but in every note that fills 
the Brewster Odeum and every student 
who dares to perform on its stage. 

from rackets to refrains

Honoring the Whipples and the 
Gift of the Brewster Odeum
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At Rectory, we often say that doing good comes in 
many forms—through professional achievement, 
athletic excellence, and inspiring others by example. 
Some of the most meaningful acts of service are those 
done quietly, without the need for recognition. That’s 
why, as former Head of School Fred Williams shared 
during this year’s Alumni Awards celebration, it’s 
especially important to honor those who continue to 
“do good” in ways that shape not only the present, 
but the future.

Few exemplify this spirit more fully than Barbara 
and Sebastian Scripps, this year’s recipients of the 
Distinguished Service Award. Their legacy at Rectory 
spans decades—and countless acts of generosity, 
leadership, and vision.

Their journey began as elementary parents, with 
Sebastian also serving on the Board of Trustees and 
playing key roles on the Executive, Strategic Planning, 
and Facilities Committees. During his tenure, Rectory 
saw significant renovations to Dining Dorm, DGB, and 
Brittain House, and the addition of major new buildings 
including Hamilton Dorm, the P.Y. and Kinmay Tang 
Performing Arts Center, and the Scripps Auditorium.

Even after Sebastian’s retirement from the Board, 
the Scripps family remained deeply engaged—
championing each new phase of the school’s 
Master Plan. Their support helped make possible 
the construction of the new Learning Center and 
Elementary School, the establishment of the Tang 
Endowment for Excellence in Teaching, and the arrival 
of Centennial Dorm and the Brewster Odeum.

But perhaps their most transformative gift is still 
unfolding. A few years ago, the Scripps envisioned 
bringing the Horizons summer academic program 
to Rectory—an initiative focused on advancing 
educational equity by partnering with under-
resourced families and communities. Thanks to their 

generous start-up support, Horizons at Rectory 
launched its first class last summer. Now in its second 
year and growing steadily, the program welcomes 
local students into a joyful, supportive learning 
environment that builds academic confidence and 
long-term opportunity.

“With the Scripps’ help, that foundation is 
becoming available to more and more students,” 
Fred Williams noted.

“Because of their leadership and commitment, 
students—both at Rectory and Horizons—are realizing 
futures previously unavailable and unimaginable.”
This belief in the power of education to unlock 
doors—what George Washington Carver once  

called “the golden door of freedom”—has guided  
the Scripps family’s giving and shaped the very  
core of our school. From bricks and mortar to 
moments of inspiration, their influence is seen  
and felt in classrooms, dorms, performance halls, 
and in every note of encouragement passed to a 
young learner at Horizons.

Rectory is honored to recognize Barbara 
and Sebastian Scripps for their enduring 
impact and extraordinary commitment 
to doing good—for our students, our 
campus, and our future. 

Creating Opportunity, Inspiring Change 

honoring barbara & sebastian 
scripps with the distinguished
service award
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In every chapter of his journey, Tianshu
has shown that success isn’t just measured 
in accolades—it’s reflected in attitude, 
character, and the way one uplifts others. 
While his résumé is filled with academic 
honors and professional achievements, what 
resonates most is his unwavering positivity 
and deep-rooted sense of purpose.

After graduating from Rectory, Tianshu 
continued to excel, graduating Summa 
Cum Laude from Brooks School. He 
began his college career at Boston College 
before transferring to Duke University’s 
Pratt School of Engineering, where he 
earned his degree. Now pursuing a master’s 
at Stanford University, Tianshu remains on a 
path of constant learning and innovation.

His professional ascent has been no less 
impressive. As an Autopilot SoC Silicon 
Validation Engineer at Tesla, Tianshu 
is contributing to the cutting edge of 
autonomous vehicle technology—helping to 
power the AI systems that shape the future of 
mobility. Yet even amid this high-stakes, high-
tech environment, he remains grounded in 
gratitude and growth.
 
Former Head of School Fred Williams put it 
best: “What I most appreciate is that Tianshu is 
an incredible human being and an unbelievable 
example of positivity.”

This same spirit shines through in Tianshu’s 
own reflections, which he shares publicly to 
encourage others. On his LinkedIn profile, he 

offers the lessons that have guided his journey: 
Enjoy every day and learn something new. 
Appreciate the company of your friends—you 
never know when it will be the last time you 
see them. And lastly, be confident, be hopeful, 
and just be yourself.

In recognition of his achievements, 
leadership, and the light he brings 
to every community he’s part of, we 
are proud to honor Tianshu with 
Rectory’s Emerging Leader Award. His 
journey is already extraordinary—and 
it’s only just beginning. 

2025 ALUMNI AWARDS

lighting the 
way forward 

Tianshu 
wang ’16 
Named 
Rectory’s 
Emerging 
Leader
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2024-2025 REPORT of GIVING

The following pages recognize all 
donors who generously supported 

Rectory School during the fiscal 
year July 1, 2024, to June 30, 2025. 

Every effort has been made to ensure 
the accuracy of this list. If we have 
made an error or omission, please 

accept our sincere apologies and 
notify the Development Office.
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dear rectory school Community,
What a joy it is to write to you as the new Head of School! As I prepare to begin this journey, I want to express my 
heartfelt gratitude for the incredibly warm welcome my husband, Tom, and I have already received from so many 
of you. It is clear to me that Rectory is not just a school, but a family—one that cares deeply for every child and 
for one another. Thank you for inviting me into this special community and for trusting me with the privilege of 
helping to guide Rectory’s next chapter.

My initial visits to campus have given me the wonderful opportunity to engage with students, faculty, and staff, 
and to experience firsthand the vibrant spirit that makes Rectory so unique. My most recent visit was a special 
treat, as I was able to attend the spring musical, Seussical. Even though I didn’t yet know the students personally, 
attending Seussical was a wonderful experience for me. I was able to witness their passion, talent, and remarkable 
collaboration on stage. What stood out most was seeing how enthusiastically the students cheered on their peers—
such a heartwarming display of support and community spirit that speaks volumes about the Rectory family.

I am truly inspired by Rectory’s mission: to provide every student with an enriched and supportive academic, social, 
and ethical community, one that honors each child’s unique learning style and fosters self-worth and accountability. 
Even more, I am moved by how the community lives the Rectory School values—Responsibility, Respect, Honesty, 
and Compassion—each and every day. These values shine through in classrooms, on the playing fields, on the stage, 
and in the way the community supports and celebrates one another.

This year, I am especially excited to embrace the theme of curiosity. Curiosity is the spark that ignites learning 
and connects us to one another. It’s also a wonderful way for me to get to know you! Our summer faculty read, A 
More Beautiful Question by Warren Berger, reminds us that asking questions and seeking understanding can lead to 
growth, innovation, and deeper relationships. I can’t wait to ask lots of questions and listen to your stories about the 
history, traditions, and moments that make Rectory so beloved.

My greatest hope for this year is to build genuine connections with each of you—students, families, faculty, 
staff, alumni, and friends. I look forward to spending time in classrooms, cheering from the sidelines at games, 
applauding our artists and musicians, and sharing in the everyday joys and challenges of school life. Together, 
we will honor the strong foundation built by Head of School Fred Williams, while also dreaming boldly about 
Rectory’s future.

I believe that what makes Rectory truly special is our shared commitment to partnership. We are at our best when 
we work together, support one another, and celebrate each child’s journey. I am eager to learn from you, to grow 
with you, and to help nurture the love of learning, character, and community that defines Rectory.

Thank you, from the bottom of my heart, for welcoming me so warmly. I am honored to be joining you, and I look 
forward to meeting you soon—whether in the classroom, at a performance, on the athletic fields, or simply around 
campus. Here’s to a year of curiosity, connection, and collective joy!

With warmest regards and excitement,

Julie Anderson
Head of School
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OPERATING REVENUE

TUITION & FEES	 $16,781,512

GIFTS & CONTRIBUTIONS	 $1,268,733

ENDOWMENT & OTHER	 $1,226,200

AUXILIARY	 $1,020,717

OTHER	 $197,043

TOTAL	 $20,494,205

FY 2024-2025 OPERATING REVENUE*

OPERATING EXPENSES

EDUCATIONAL EXPENSE	 $5,677,767

STUDENT SUPPORT	  $2,976,115

PLANT OPERATIONS/MAINT.	 $3,844,173

GENERAL & ADMIN.	 $4,317,265

AUXILIARY	 $968,382

FINANCIAL AID	  $2,531,054

TOTAL	 $20,314,756

FY 2024-2025 OPERATING EXPENSES*

*Please note that the amounts and figures above reflect the unaudited 
financial position of Rectory School as of June 30, 2025.

Annual 
Giving

The list below honors all those 
who supported Rectory School 

during the 2024–2025 fiscal year. 
Every gift made a meaningful 
difference in the lives of our 

students—providing essential 
resources and strengthening our 
mission to develop well-rounded, 

engaged learners.

     

We extend special appreciation 
to our leadership donors, 
whose generosity helps keep 
Rectory at the forefront of junior 
independent education. The 1920 
Society recognizes individuals 
who contribute $1,000 or more 
in a single year to any priority 
at Rectory School. To learn more 
about The 1920 Society, please visit 
www.rectoryschool.org/1920.

 
 
Grosvenor
Circle

Recognizing donors who made 
gifts totaling $25,000 or more 
during the 2024–2025 fiscal year.

A Friend of Rectory School
Junhua Xu & Yusheng Cao
Qunfei Li & Yundong Cao
Kelly & Richard Choi
Daniel J. Entwistle ’86
Shigenori & Mahoko Ezaki
Alta & N. Peter Hamilton ’67
Shaina & Nathaniel Hamilton Jr. ’98
Hui Jian & Daorong Huang
Elizabeth Jaeger
Lei Jing & Zongze Zhou
Tianfang Yu & Yanping Ju
Cynthia & Peter Kellogg ’57
Seung Taek Kim
Kevin T. Lewis
Yan Lu & Yajun Li
Jianxiong Shao & Bei Luo

Leadership 
Level 
giving



Cynthia & Kendall Miller ’80
Connie & David O’Neill ’71
Robert S. Perkin ’62
Lajja Reser
Mikiko & Haruki Satomi
Barbara & Sebastian Scripps
June & Henry Smith ’76
Minyoung Hong & Won Il Suh
Huizhen Ye & Dan Sun
Fang Wu & Xin Tang
Yali Liu & Qinghan Wang
Margaret & Hugh Whipple ’68
Hong Zhang & James Xie
Zhiyuan Xue & Huan Xie
Chunyan Chen & Biao Xu
Bei Gao & Zehong Yang
Dan Shen & Lingpeng Ying
Zhenzhen Huang & Shanxin Zhao

Trustees’ 
Circle

Recognizing donors who made 
gifts totaling $10,000-$24,999 
during the 2024–2025 fiscal year.

Eda & James Bell III ’71
Huanxi Liu & Yue Cao
Huina Zheng & Xuan Cao
Xiaoyan Chen
Fang Chen & Jianjun Hu
Ingrid & Nigel Clark
Hui Deng & Hailin Song
Bradley & Robert Fogelman II ’88
Carolyn & Stephen Golding ’63
Janet & John Haas ’64
Yuejiao Chen & Jiangchang Huang
Ling Zhou & Dan Jin
Karen & Lawrence Klaff ’82
Su Jung Han & Jong Hak Lee
Karen & Walter Levy ’70
Yan Li & Wei Zhuang
Yizhong Li & Dingjiao Liang
Jiangning Yan & Weijie Lin
Dongmei Han & Xiuhao Lin
Chen Liu & Xiaomin Li
Elizabeth & Charles Lynch ’83
Cindy & Lloyd Montgomery III
Hyukkee Moon ’95
Me Hee Ahn & Hyu Sang Noh
Kumiko Sasaki & Yasumitsu Shigeta
Joohyun Song
Natasha ’84 & Christopher Swann
Ni Zhang & Ling Tie
Ying Yang & Xiaoliang Xiang
Sunyoung Yoo & Hyunchul Joung
Bin Yuan & Song Zha
Yue Zhan & Yuepu Zhang
Qiao Yan & Jian Guo Zhang

Head of 
School’s  
Circle

Recognizing donors who made 
gifts totaling $5,000-$9,999 during 
the 2024–2025 fiscal year.

Anonymous (2)
Paul Bo Ma & Laurence Bates
Marcia M. Brogan ’57
Wei Sun & Jianmin Chen
Benjamin Z. Clark ’92
Brittany & Miles Collins ’04
Jennifer Drukier
Henry B. Eaton ’66
Jean Entwistle
Jianqiang Lu & Jiamin He
Courtney & Matthew Jaeger
D. Gregory B. Kelly ’82
Victoria Greenleaf & Michael Kempner ’70
Ji Lu & Yafeng Xi
Jun Wang & Yilin Lu
Susan & Edwin McCarthy ’70
Thomas O. McCarthy ’75
Allison & Bo Moss
Patricia & Jason Murgio
James A. Myers ’74
Oscar L. Tang ’53
Yuko & Masahiro Urata
Sandra Lynn & Charles Walbridge ’62
Andronica Stanley-Wheelock & 
	 Joseph Wheelock III
Jun Zang & Zhenhua Zhao

Brad Seaward  
& George 
Groom Circle

Recognizing donors who made 
gifts totaling $2,500-$4,999 during 
the 2024–2025 fiscal year.

Anonymous
Brooke & Steve Cornwell
Kimberly & Bradford Dimeo ’77
Jie Wang & Xueyan Hua
Yanfei Jin & Di Sun
Hyeri Kim & Gilsoo Kim
Younsoo Kim & Sungjong Kwak
Nan Li & Fei Yang
Han Zhang & Weixing Li
Mimi Yang & Qiang Pan
Danielle & Anthony Reilly

Founders’ 
Circle

Recognizing donors who made 
gifts totaling $1,000-$2,499 during 
the 2024–2025 fiscal year.

Anonymous (4)
Julie Anderson & Tom Marshall
Virginia & Thomas Army Jr.
Erika M. Baldwin
Kathy & Thomas Borner
Alison & Frederic Bourke III ’83
Jeanne & Henry Bowden Jr.
Jean Burdick
Michael S. Cady ’70
Min Chen
Garfield W. Danenhower
Meizhi Dang & Liang Qiao
Irene Konak & Oleg Davie
Maria & Daniel De Nuccio
Dongdong Ren & Rambo Deng
Sarah Lambert & John Dolan ’86
Claire Sha & Joe Dong
Jinming Dong & Liandi Ning
Karen & James Donovan
Brian D. Draper
Donna & Larry Dubinsky
Rachel & Jacob Dykeman
Ariane & R. Mark Ellerkmann ’78
Ling Fang
Nathan Follansbee
Kazumi Fukagawa
Li Qi & Yalin Gao
Christelle Cook & Philip Gibbs
Marita & David Glodt ’61
LaRita & Edwin Gordon
Charles L. Griffith ’08
Sandy & George Groom
Jane & Laurence Hale II
Leita & William Hamill ’61
Rebecca M. Harvey
Xiaomei Zhang & Yongquan He
Janet & Ronald Henson
Elisabeth & Justin Herdic
Ning Hong
Trish & William Horgan
You Sun Won & Dowan Kim
Gray & Andrew King ’90
James H. Leach ’76
Chongwon Kang & Jeawon Lee
Daniel Lee
Danny Lee
Feifei Li
Wei Du & Suge Ma
Jie Jiang & Jing Ouyang
Hyeyoung Chung & Jungbo Park
Barbara & Oliver Parker ’72
Wei Peng
Melissa & Penry Price II ’84
Malu Sterling & Federico Prince-Laris ’82
Emma & T. Williams Roberts III ’80
Allison & Daniel Rooney ’77

Leadership 
Level 
giving
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why i 
give

Edwin & LaRita 
Gordon P’14

“we give because 

Rectory School was 

such a life-altering 

and mind-broadening 

experience for 

our son.”



Jeanne Marie Carmody & 
	 Donald Schnackel ’64
Christine & Sam Scott ’90
Reiko & Eibu Seki
Cindy Shi
Maggie & David Sturdevant ’63
Jipeng Sun
Zheng Li & Kevin Christian Tjoeng
Suchera Townkamlong
Ying-Ying Wu & Chen-Wei Wang
Stephanie & Johnny Wells ’03
Marcia & Frederick Williams
Mira Jeon & Jong Shin Yoon
Xiaoling Jia & Aiping Zeng
Yao Chen & Jian Zhou
Elizabeth Zimmermann ’84 & 
	 Thomas Gardos

Orange & Black 
Circle

Recognizing donors who made 
gifts totaling $1-$999 during the 
2024–2025 fiscal year.

Anonymous (10)
Claudia ’60 & William Abbott
Richard F. Adams ’53
Lisa Aldrich
Jamie & Eric Aleman
Pamela & Glenn Ames
Laura & Eric Anderson
Melanie & Eric Antos
Denise Archambault
Richard C. Armstrong ’66
James F. Armstrong ’67
Emiko Asano
Kirstin & Charles Ashford III ’86
Jessica & Jason Astarita
Hyunsook Kim & Woonbong Baeg
Teal Butterworth & Dennis Ballou
Ruth & John Barbie
Caitlin & Andrew Barker
Carol Barrette
John M. Basinet
Catherine & Brian Bastow
Darcey Bastow ’14
John S. Becker ’68
Andrea & Marc Becker
Charles C. Bell ’17
Justin Bendall
Leighann A. Bendall
Sheryl & Peter Berk ’80
Kathy & Gary Berman
Julie & Seth Berry
Donna & Andre Bessette
Debbie & Richard Binswanger
Paul M. Blass
William C. Blind Jr.
Emily & Eric Bordua
Qinqing Wei & Kyle Borner ’01
Abigail Botta ’16
Yao Wu & Henry Bowden III ’01
Betty A. Boyd
Erin P. Bradley

Crystal & Albert Britton III
Kerri Belsito & George Brooks
Darshell Brown
Indu Poonja & Nicholas Brown
Leela Pahl & Stephen Brown
Ellen & Edward Browne
Andrea & Hill Bullard ’54
William D. Burch ’68
Lynn Burdick
Kara & Patrick Burke
Kristin & Jotham Burrello
James E. Byron ’70
Alysia Labonte-Campbell & 
	 Evan Campbell
Cheryl & Paul Canavan
Galina & Hasan Cagatay Candan
Douglas H. Candler ’79
Maria & John Carpenter
Christine & David Carter
Allison & Tyler Channey
Rose Ortiz Chappell & Robert Chappell ’63
Bintou & Allen Chatterton III ’75
Jie Chen
Ling Li & Ping Chen
Belinda M. Chen
Scott Childs
Dawn & Peter Chmura
Ji Hwan Choi & Jang Keun Lee
Jennifer & Christopher Choroszy
Mi Kyung Chun & Jung Kyu Seo
Annette & Keith Church ’74
Sheila Clancy
Jennifer Nolen & Robert Clark III ’82
Mary L. Clayton
Dena Cocozza O’Hara & Keith O’Hara
Betty & Norman Cooper ’55
Shaelyn Cormier ’09
Sara & Thomas Corwin ’55
Fay Cox
Kathia Pichardo & Edwin Cruz
Janel Cunneen ’84 & Steven Grippo
Catherine Bochain & Anne D’Alleva
F. Mitchell Dana ’56
Lygia Davenport & Joshua Wilson
Jenny & H. Dalton Davlin ’80
Pier F. de Sanctis ’88
Nicholas R. DeBlois ’10
Lindy & Francis DeGennaro III
Patrick A. DeNuccio ’10
Anna Deskins
Kayla & Zachary Desmond
Tiffany & Derek Desouza
Peter A. deTreville ’69
Monica & John DeVivo ’84
Saphia & Ephraim Dewa
JoAnne Dickinson
Sara DiIorio
Melanie & David Dixon ’86
Clara C. Dowdle ’23
Mariko Osada & William Downer ’68
Mynel Yates-DuBose & David DuBose
Jennifer & Michael Dumais
Jennie Dunham
Kenneth Ebbitt
Zane A. N. Ender ’23
Karen & Charles Ernst IV ’80

Samantha Moulton & John Evans
Deborah & Peter Evans
Sarah R. Evans
David Farrell
Sue & Robert Fernley Jr. ’69
Hayley & Ryan Finnegan
Kathy Fitzgerald & William Rounseville
Meghan Fluckiger
Yarimar Reyes Villegas & Gabriel Fontanez
John H. Forsyth ’60
Mary Rose & Alan Forsyth ’60
Allan G. Freedman ’58
Danielle & Allen Furphy
Lizzie & William Gahagan ’96
William B. Gajewski ’15
Robert W. Gardner ’56
Noah Gardos ’19
Sarah Gawronski
Herbert B. Gengler Jr. ’64
John L. Gengler ’70
Cassi & William Gerdsen ’86
Lesley & Donald Gibbs
Grayce Gibbs ’15
Maya R. Gibbs ’15
Hyejeon Gil & Junsoo Lim
Scott Glickenhaus ’61
John J. Goldberg ’82
Julie & Phillip Goldberg
William D. Goldberg ’08
Inna & Eli Goldberger ’81
Marcia Goldberger
Yuanyuan Gong
Linda & Jim Goodwin
Susan Lombardi & Donald Gordon
Jane & John Gore Jr.
Michael C. Gorman ’03
Elizabeth & Nathaniel Gould
Donna Grant
Alison Zaeder & John Green
Jennifer Rossiter & Matthew Green ’82
Maxwell O. Green Wright ’15
William A. Greene ’17
Colleen Gregory
Anne & Michael Grudzinski
Claire & Jacob Guertin
Jennifer & Alexander Guthrie ’66
Valerie Haggerty
Abbey Haggerty ’12
Jennifer B. Hague
Jamie & Russell Haines
Betty Hale
Angela & David Harner ’87
Douglas R. Harrington ’73
Lisa & Martin Hart
Deanna Hart Rodman & 
	 Matthew Rodman
Elizabeth & Bradford Hastings
Erin & Reid Hayden
Joan S. Hayes
Geoffrey R. Hoguet
George C. Holt III ’75
Paula & Ryan Howard ’93
Anthony S. Hoyt
Tracy & Ron Hudash
Madeleine R. Hutchins ’11
Hilary & Robert Hutchinson

why i 
give

Claire Sha P’24

“My child 

graduated from 

Rectory School 

last year, and our 

entire family is 

deeply grateful to 

the faculty and 

staff for creating 

such a wonderful 

environment. We 

look forward to 

seeing Rectory 

continue to grow 

and thrive in the 

years to come!”
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Lieba B. Ingber
Steven Integlia
Lisa & David Jacobs ’73
Melissa & Ethan Jamron ’95
Bridie & Ronald Jamron
Jacqueline & Rodney Jenks Jr.
Kristen & Ragnar Johnson
James Jones
Elizabeth & Kurt Jones ’62
Louisa & Jeremiah Jones
Eliza G. Jones ’04
Winston I. Karlin ’24
Steve Keller
Anne & Hal Keller
Nancy & David Kelly
Andrew J. Kelly ’80
Eunyoung Ko & Chiha Kim
Jaesun Kim & Inhak Kim
Samantha & Edward King
Martha & Kenneth Knowles III ’65
Ashley & Keith Kopley
Jessica & Adam Kouyoumjian ’82
Edward D. Kratovil ’60
Donna Krell
Hee Tau Ku & Mi Hyang Jeong
Kathy Burdick-LaChance & Ray Lachance
Carrol & Thomas Lange ’63
Melissa & Christopher Lannan
Anne & Stephen Lanzit II
Marka & Stephen Larrabee
Abisola O. Lawal ’16
Yu Le
Dennis F. Leary ’02
Katie Derry & Clayton LeBlanc ’93
Julie & Timothy Leveille
Elisabeth Levesque
N. Ellis Lewis ’73
Dayong Li
Dohee Kim & Hyungjoon Lim ’00
Carri & Frank Lineberry
Maia S. Lineberry ’14
Shailyn C. Lineberry ’13
Nan Liu
Zhihong Liu
Kate & Ryan Logan
Barbara & William Lott
Cheng Lou ’14
Moira Marono Salazar & 
	 Mauro Loyo Morales
William F. MacLaren ’59
Sara & Melville Manwaring III
Victoria & Michael Martin
Priyam Mavani
Dudley D. McCalla ’79
Deirdre McCarthy
Emily McCarthy ’17
Kristi & Mason McCarthy ’84
Haley McInerney
William B. McPherson
Charles A. Modica ’03
John Moore ’49
Maria Teresa Beckmann González & 	
	 Guillermo Morales De Anda
Allie & Christopher Morrison
Margery & Keith Mosher
Isabelle & Sam Moss

Constance & David Moynihan
Patricia Mulcahy & Bruce Paro
Raymond F. Murphy III
Kerri & Fred Nagle
Brooke Nagle ’17
Andrew T. Norris ’84
Jahsun Oates
Nancy & Jules Paderewski
Jasmini & Nital Patel
Lindsay & Jeff Paul
Polly Spring & Breck Perkins ’73
Laure Lindor & Dimitry Petion
Jennifer & Timothy Polishook ’84
Glynn Porter
Sara & Samuel Post ’68
Irene K. Profetto
Donna Eisen & Robert Puchalski Jr. ’95
Keelin & Christopher Pye ’87
Elin M. Pye
Constance & Thomas Quinn Jr. ’60
George W. Rabbe ’63
Tonya Rayment
Pat Reser & Bill Westphal
Claudia & Vincent Ricci
Anne & Eric Rice
Diana & Maxwell Richards
Lauren Richardson
Diana & Wayne Richardson
Erin Robinson
Cynthia & Andrew Rodman ’69
Felicia & Trevor Rodman
Rachel H. Rogers ’99
Tia Rosengarten
Courtney Callanan & Robert Roy
Diane & Mario Saliga
Maria Sangiolo Jessurun
Carl V. Sangree ’11
Angelo E. Santiago
Elisabeth d. Sauer ’76
Margaret Sbordy
Dylan-Ernst Schafer
Mary Lou & Bradford Seaward
Leslie & Edward Self Jr. ’58
Jeeyeon Ha & Kihoon Seong
Amy & Andrew Seymour ’79
Patricia & Doug Shattuck
Doris & Daniel Shea ’77
Peter J. Sheehan ’15
Anne Lo Yi & David Shen
Kuan Shen
Susan & Michael Sherman
Jay Sherwood ’60
Susan Shin ’17
Barbara & Richard Silver
Carol & Alfred Slanetz
Caroline Sloat
Deborah P. Slocum
Michelle & Barry Slotnick
Andrea & Shaun Small
Mary & Dana Smith ’57
Jacqueline & Paul Smith Jr.
Col. Norman W. Smith Jr. ’56
Rita & Richard Smith ’64
Ryan Smith
David H. Smith II
Mary-Jane Stanton

Randy M. Stevens ’84
Jane & Anthony Stiger ’63
Gari M. Stroh ’87
Qian Chen & Wenjiang Sun
Patricia Susla
Boxian Tan
Xin Tang
Margot & Edward Thompson ’71
Nancy & O. David Thompson ’65
Mary & Allen Tiebout
Lynda & Mark Tillinghast
Adam C. Tillinghast ’20
Sandra Torrence
Lorena Traversari Sotomayor & 
	 Fernando Traversari ’81
Kathy & David Turner
Shaelyn Burdick-Urbanowski ’09 & 
	 Zachary Urbanowski
Nancy Vergara
Joan A. Vieira
Colleen O’Neil & Matt Vollinger
Cathie & Richard Volz
Michelle S. Volz
Yevheniia Voropaieva & Levgen Voropaiev
Carol & Stephen Wagner ’70
Regina Yopak & Paul Wagner ’99
Amy & Lars Wahlberg
William Walden
Alyssa & Harold Walker
Claire & John Walsh
Jane & James Walsh
Zheng Wang
Tianshu Wang ’16
Allaire & Robert Warner ’55
Jeffrey Warren
Patrick Wyman & Anna Werge
Julia M. West ’53
Danielle & Franklin West ’08
Kathryn & E. John White
Leslie L. White
Samantha & Alexander Wiegel ’05
Stacy Koehler & Thomas Wilber
Claudia & Andrew Wilbur ’85
Erin & Keith Wilcox
Timothy S. Wile ’70
Robert M. Wileman ’86
Leslie M. Wileman
Nicole & Bennett Wilson
Felicia Pickering & Stephen Wood ’72
Natalia Aragon & Dawson Woodard
Kristen & John Xeller
Di Xiao
Di Yao & Lixue Yang
Logan H. Yonce ’82
Min Jae Yoo ’09
Yujoo Han & Jong Taek Youk
Brooke A. Zahansky ’19
Yvette Zahansky
Jacylin Zawoiski
Jane Zecher
Lei Zhang
Zhonghao Zhang ’21
Juyun Jin & Zheyuan Zhang
Xiaoshan Zhang & Dayi Zhang
Betty H. Zimmermann
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why i 
give

Stacy Koehler 
P’29 & ’29, 

RPA Treasurer

“I contribute to 

ensure that Rectory 

School continues to 

provide exceptional 

educational 

experiences, helping 

students thrive 

academically, 

socially, and 

emotionally. The 

school’s commitment 

to personalized 

learning and 

character 

development is 

something I  

truly appreciate.”
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Continuous 
Generosity: 
The Bell Tower 
Society

The Bell Tower Society recognizes 
our loyal supporters who have 
made a philanthropic commitment 
to Rectory School over the course 
of several years.

45+ YEARS OF GIVING
Marcia Goldberger
Lisa & David Jacobs ’73
James A. Myers ’74
Maggie & David Sturdevant ’63

25–44 YEARS OF GIVING
Claudia ’60 & William Abbott
James F. Armstrong ’67
Richard C. Armstrong ’66
Virginia & Thomas Army Jr.
Erika M. Baldwin
John S. Becker ’68
Debbie & Richard Binswanger
William C. Blind Jr.
Andrea & Hill Bullard ’54
Bintou & Allen Chatterton III ’75
Mary L. Clayton
Sara & Thomas Corwin ’55
F. Mitchell Dana ’56
Garfield W. Danenhower
Melanie & David Dixon ’86
Ariane & R. Mark Ellerkmann ’78
Karen & Charles Ernst IV ’80
Bradley & Robert Fogelman II ’88
John H. Forsyth ’60
Allan G. Freedman ’58
Herbert B. Gengler Jr. ’64
John L. Gengler ’70
Scott Glickenhaus ’61
Marita & David Glodt ’61
Sandy & George Groom
Jennifer & Alexander Guthrie ’66
Betty Hale
Leita & William Hamill ’61
Alta & N. Peter Hamilton ’67
Elizabeth & Bradford Hastings
Paula & Ryan Howard ’93
Louisa & Jeremiah Jones
Cynthia & Peter Kellogg ’57
Gray & Andrew King ’90
Karen & Lawrence Klaff ’82
Edward D. Kratovil ’60
Marka & Stephen Larrabee
Karen & Walter Levy ’70
Barbara & William Lott
Elizabeth & Charles Lynch ’83
William F. MacLaren ’59
Victoria & Michael Martin
Kristi & Mason McCarthy ’84
Susan & Edwin McCarthy ’70

Thomas O. McCarthy ’75
Connie & David O’Neill ’71
Robert S. Perkin ’62
Glynn Porter
Sara & Samuel Post ’68
Elin M. Pye
George W. Rabbe ’63
Cynthia & Andrew Rodman ’69
Tia Rosengarten
Jeanne Marie Carmody & 
	 Donald Schnackel ’64
Mary Lou & Bradford Seaward
Leslie & Edward Self Jr. ’58
Barbara & Richard Silver
Col. Norman W. Smith Jr. ’56
David H. Smith II
Jacqueline & Paul Smith Jr.
June & Henry Smith ’76
Mary & Dana Smith ’57
Mary-Jane Stanton
Natasha ’84 & Christopher Swann
Oscar L. Tang ’53
Nancy & O. David Thompson ’65
Carol & Stephen Wagner ’70
Julia M. West ’53
Margaret & Hugh Whipple ’68
Timothy S. Wile ’70
Leslie M. Wileman
Felicia Pickering & Stephen Wood ’72
Logan H. Yonce ’82
Jane Zecher

10–24 YEARS OF GIVING
Anonymous (2)
A Friend of Rectory School
Pamela & Glenn Ames
Denise Archambault
Kirstin & Charles Ashford III ’86
Carol Barrette
Catherine & Brian Bastow
Andrea & Marc Becker
Eda & James Bell III ’71
Justin Bendall
Leighann A. Bendall
Sheryl & Peter Berk ’80
Donna & Andre Bessette
Kathy & Thomas Borner
Jeanne & Henry Bowden Jr.
Yao Wu & Henry Bowden III ’01
Betty A. Boyd
Erin P. Bradley
Marcia M. Brogan ’57
Ellen & Edward Browne
Jean Burdick
Lynn Burdick
Kara & Patrick Burke
James E. Byron ’70
Alysia Labonte-Campbell & 
	 Evan Campbell
Cheryl & Paul Canavan
Douglas H. Candler ’79
Maria & John Carpenter

Christine & David Carter
Rose Ortiz Chappell & Robert Chappell ’63
Scott Childs
Dawn & Peter Chmura
Jennifer & Christopher Choroszy
Benjamin Z. Clark ’92
Dena Cocozza O’Hara & Keith O’Hara
Betty & Norman Cooper ’55
Fay Cox
Janel Cunneen ’84 & Steven Grippo
Jenny & H. Dalton Davlin ’80
Maria & Daniel De Nuccio
Peter A. deTreville ’69
Monica & John DeVivo ’84
Sara DiIorio
Kimberly & Bradford Dimeo ’77
Mariko Osada & William Downer ’68
Brian D. Draper
Mynel Yates-DuBose & David DuBose
Henry B. Eaton ’66
Kenneth Ebbitt
Daniel J. Entwistle ’86
Samantha Moulton & John Evans
Sarah R. Evans
Sue & Robert Fernley Jr. ’69
Hayley & Ryan Finnegan
Kathy Fitzgerald & William Rounseville
Meghan Fluckiger
Mary Rose & Alan Forsyth ’60
Lizzie & William Gahagan ’96
Cassi & William Gerdsen ’86
Christelle Cook & Philip Gibbs
Lesley & Donald Gibbs
Julie & Phillip Goldberg
William D. Goldberg ’08
Carolyn & Stephen Golding ’63
LaRita & Edwin Gordon
Jane & John Gore Jr.
Michael C. Gorman ’03
Elizabeth & Nathaniel Gould
Jennifer Rossiter & Matthew Green ’82
Colleen Gregory
Charles L. Griffith ’08
Anne & Michael Grudzinski
Janet & John Haas ’64
Abbey Haggerty ’12
Valerie Haggerty
Jamie & Russell Haines
Jane & Laurence Hale II
Shaina & Nathaniel Hamilton Jr. ’98
Angela & David Harner ’87
Lisa & Martin Hart
Deanna Hart Rodman & 
	 Matthew Rodman
Rebecca M. Harvey
Erin & Reid Hayden
Janet & Ronald Henson
Geoffrey R. Hoguet
George C. Holt III ’75
Anthony S. Hoyt
Bridie & Ronald Jamron
Melissa & Ethan Jamron ’95

why i 
give

Andrew 
Kelly ’80

“This year marks 

45 years since my 

graduation from 

Rectory School. 

I have so many 

wonderful memories 

from my time at 

Rectory, most of 

which are of the 

teachers who 

were a part of my 

education. What an 

amazing group they 

were and continue 

to be for the 

students currently 

at the Rectory 

School. Thank you 

for everything that 

you do.”
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Jacqueline & Rodney Jenks Jr.
Eliza G. Jones ’04
Elizabeth & Kurt Jones ’62
Andrew J. Kelly ’80
D. Gregory B. Kelly ’82
Nancy & David Kelly
Victoria Greenleaf & Michael Kempner ’70
Kathy Burdick-LaChance & Ray Lachance
Carrol & Thomas Lange ’63
Melissa & Christopher Lannan
Anne & Stephen Lanzit II
James H. Leach ’76
Dennis F. Leary ’02
Katie Derry & Clayton LeBlanc ’93
Julie & Timothy Leveille
Elisabeth Levesque
Kevin T. Lewis
N. Ellis Lewis ’73
Carri & Frank Lineberry
Maia S. Lineberry ’14
Shailyn C. Lineberry ’13
William B. McPherson
Cynthia & Kendall Miller ’80
John Moore ’49
Margery & Keith Mosher
Constance & David Moynihan
Patricia Mulcahy & Bruce Paro
Raymond F. Murphy III
Kerri & Fred Nagle
Andrew T. Norris ’84
Nancy & Jules Paderewski
Hyeyoung Chung & Jungbo Park
Barbara & Oliver Parker ’72
Lindsay & Jeff Paul
Polly Spring & Breck Perkins ’73
Jennifer & Timothy Polishook ’84
Melissa & Penry Price II ’84
Irene K. Profetto
Keelin & Christopher Pye ’87
Constance & Thomas Quinn Jr. ’60
Tonya Rayment
Claudia & Vincent Ricci
Anne & Eric Rice
Diana & Wayne Richardson
Emma & T. Williams Roberts III ’80
Felicia & Trevor Rodman
Allison & Daniel Rooney ’77
Angelo E. Santiago
Christine & Sam Scott ’90
Barbara & Sebastian Scripps
Amy & Andrew Seymour ’79
Patricia & Doug Shattuck
Doris & Daniel Shea ’77
Anne Lo Yi & David Shen
Susan & Michael Sherman
Jay Sherwood ’60
Deborah P. Slocum
Rita & Richard Smith ’64
Jane & Anthony Stiger ’63
Gari M. Stroh ’87
Mary & Allen Tiebout
Lynda & Mark Tillinghast

Colleen O’Neil & Matt Vollinger
Regina Yopak & Paul Wagner ’99
Sandra Lynn & Charles Walbridge ’62
William Walden
Allaire & Robert Warner ’55
Jeffrey Warren
Stephanie & Johnny Wells ’03
Andronica Stanley-Wheelock & 
	 Joseph Wheelock III
Kathryn & E. John White
Leslie L. White
Samantha & Alexander Wiegel ’05
Claudia & Andrew Wilbur ’85
Erin & Keith Wilcox
Marcia & Frederick Williams
Yvette Zahansky
Betty H. Zimmermann
Elizabeth Zimmermann ’84 & 
	 Thomas Gardos

Corporations, 
Foundations  
& Matching 
Gifts

Thank you to the foundations 
& corporations that supported 
Rectory School during the 
2024–2025 fiscal year. We are 
also grateful to the donors who 
initiated matching gifts, amplifying 
the impact of their support.

Anonymous (2)
Beagary Charitable Trust
Eaton Foundation
Fleetwood Foundation
GE Foundation Matching Gifts Program
George W. Harris Foundation
Great Oaks Foundation
Gustaf W. McIlhenny Foundation
Hewlett Packard
James M. Collins Foundation
John Otto Haas 1956 Trust
Luther & Claire Griffith Foundation
O’Neill Family Charitable Trust
Perkin Fund
Peter R. & Cynthia K. Kellogg Foundation
Ronald P. & Susan E. Lynch Foundation
SPIROL International Charitable 
	 Foundation
The 1782 Group
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
The Hamilton Family Charitable Trust
The James E. & Constance L. 
	 Bell Foundation
The Longview Foundation
The Tang Fund
Thornedge Foundation
U.S. Charitable Gift Trust
W.F. Reilly Foundation

The donors listed below made a 
lasting impact on Rectory School 
through their generous support of 
the Campaign for a Century, which 
includes Phase 1 of our Master 
Plan, the Tang Family Endowment, 
and the Centennial Campaign. Its 
final project—the Craig S. Colhoun 
Gymnasium renovation and 
expansion—is nearly complete. 
Thank you for helping to elevate 
the Rectory experience for our 
entire community.

Anonymous
A Friend of Rectory School
Eda & James Bell III ’71
Junhua Xu & Yusheng Cao
Qunfei Li & Yundong Cao
Xiaoyan Chen
Kelly & Richard Choi
Daniel J. Entwistle ’86
Jean Entwistle
Shigenori & Mahoko Ezaki
Bradley & Robert Fogelman II ’88
Carolyn & Stephen Golding ’63
Alta & N. Peter Hamilton ’67
Shaina & Nathaniel Hamilton Jr. ’98
Elizabeth Jaeger
Lei Jing & Zongze Zhou
Tianfang Yu & Yanping Ju
Seung Taek Kim
Karen & Walter Levy ’70
Kevin T. Lewis
Yan Lu & Yajun Li
Jianxiong Shao & Bei Luo
Cynthia & Kendall Miller ’80
Cindy & Lloyd Montgomery III
Hyukkee Moon ’95
Connie & David O’Neill ’71
Robert S. Perkin ’62
Lajja Reser
Mikiko & Haruki Satomi
June & Henry Smith ’76
Minyoung Hong & Won Il Suh
Huizhen Ye & Dan Sun
Natasha ’84 & Christopher Swann
Fang Wu & Xin Tang
Yali Liu & Qinghan Wang
Andronica Stanley-Wheelock & 
	 Joseph Wheelock III
Hong Zhang & James Xie
Zhiyuan Xue & Huan Xie
Chunyan Chen & Biao Xu
Bei Gao & Zehong Yang
Dan Shen & Lingpeng Ying
Zhenzhen Huang & Shanxin Zhao
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why i 
give

Dena 
Cocozza O’Hara, 

Faculty

“I give because I 

believe to my core 

in what we stand 

for; mentoring our 

students to become 

more responsible, 

respectful, honest, 

compassionate, 

and tolerant as 

we support them in 

their growth and 

development.”
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alumni events: 
celebrating rectory 
around the world
ONE OF THE JOYS OF BEING PART OF THE RECTORY COMMUNITY IS STAYING CONNECTED WITH OUR FAMILIES AND 

ALUMNI—NO MATTER WHERE LIFE TAKES THEM. THIS PAST YEAR, WE WERE FORTUNATE TO HOST GATHERINGS 

BOTH CLOSE TO HOME AND ACROSS THE WORLD. THESE EVENTS PROVIDED MEANINGFUL OPPORTUNITIES TO 

RECONNECT, SHARE STORIES, AND KEEP THE RECTORY SPIRIT THRIVING ACROSS CONTINENTS.

1 2

3 4
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While we can’t be 
everywhere at once, we 
love seeing our alumni 
build connections and 
create local networks 

of their own! 

If you’re interested in connecting 
with fellow Rectory alumni or hosting 

an event in your area, reach out to 
Allison Channey, Associate Director of 

Development, to get started: 
allison.channey@rectoryschool.org
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ALUMNI EVENTS

alumni events: 
celebrating rectory 
around the world

1) Mexico 2) New York City, NY 3) Boston, MA 4) Beijing, China 5) Korea Alumni 6) Atlanta, GA 7) Korean Alumni Association – Established by Alumni 

5 6

7
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alumni 
notes
1950s

Norman Cooper ’55
Norman reports, “At 86, I am still in good 
health and enjoying fishing on Gardner Lake 
& Niantic Bay. I have fond memories of 
Rectory. The school changed my life.”

Norman Smith, Jr ’56
Punch reports, “Now a widower as my dear 
Nancy died summer 2024 after 60 years of 
marriage. But I am surrounded locally by 
two daughters, five grands, and two great 
grands. I stay busy volunteering at our Patriots 
Point Naval Museum, leading an Anglican 
Bible Study group, numerous monthly lunch 
groups, and mentoring Citadel business 
majors. I have fond, vivid, and exciting 
memories of my four Rectory years that 
remain foremost in my mind!”

Alexander Williams ’57
Alex reports, “My wife Sue and I have visited 
more than 140 different countries and are 
looking for more!”

William Maclaren ’59
Bill reports, “Following 27 years of Navy 
service, I now manage Tyrone Farm in 
Pomfret as a summer wedding and equestrian 
venue. Turned 80 this year–how time flies! For 
site information, see http://tyronefarm.com.”

1960s

Charles Walbridge ’62
Charlie reports, “I have been paddling whitewater 
rivers since the early ‘70’s. This past year I led an 
effort to purchase a large portion of the classic 
Lower Big Sandy River. Located in northern 
West Virginia near my home in Bruceton Mills, 
the land includes 4.25 miles of river frontage 
spanning almost the entire river left side of the 
gorge. The project brought together American 
Whitewater, the West Virginia Land Trust, 
and forty major donors who contributed over 
$400,000 towards this effort.”

Portion of the Lower Big Sandy River stewarded 
by Charles Walbridge ’62

1970s

Keith Church ’74
KC reports, “I am retired from North Sails 
Sailboat Service where I was a Production and 
Performance Optimization Consultant.”

Keith “KC” Church ’74

Class of 1976:
 50th Reunion

Michael Dubin ’78
Michael reports, “We are getting ready to move 
to Chiba, Japan in July. We were recently in 
Hawaii for the wedding of our son.”

Michael Dubin ’78

1980s

Charles Ernst ’80
Charlie reports, “Our son, Matt, married his 
college sweetheart, Ashley Blair, on Nantucket 
on June 7th, 2025. My wife, Karen, and I 
were thrilled to share their happiness with 
family and friends.”

Mac Bruton ’82
Mac reports, “My second of two daughters 
graduated from college in May 2025 and 
joined her sister in New York City. Having 
lived in New Orleans for the better part of the 
last 40 years, I foresee spending much more 
time in the Northeast in the coming years.”

Robert Dillon ’84
Rob reports, “I recently vacationed in 
Yosemite and ascended routes I first climbed 
30 years ago.”

Rob Dillon ’84 atop a peak within Yosemite 
National Park

Mason McCarthy ’84
Mason reports, “Come say Hello when in 
Atlanta.”

David Smith ’85
David reports, “I recruited my old classmate, 
Van Wilshire, to play in our club’s annual 
doubles tournament. What we lacked in 
victory we won in rekindled camaraderie!”

David Smith ’85 and Van Wilshire ’85
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Kenneth Ging ’85
KJ reports, “Worked at the Chicago Board of 
Trade and Mercantile Exchange for 20 years 
until the World ended in 2008. Bartended for 
the last 15 years and now work in Protection 
Plan sales.”

Matthew Cerbone ’86
Matt reports, “I am managing the local 911 
ambulance service in Nashua, NH as well as 
owning Never Say Never Farm in Stoddard, 
NH with my wife of 30 years.”

Matt Cerbone ’86 and his wife.

1990s

Lorenzo Fornari ’91
Lorenzo reports, “Ciao from Capri. A few 
summers ago, I began distilling with local 
citrus and wild herbs from the hills between 
Capri, Amalfi, and Sorrento–not as a business 
plan, just something meaningful to create and 
enjoy. That became Solaro Capri Gin, an ultra-
premium sipping spirit in hand-painted ceramic 
bottles crafted by local artisans. Surprisingly, it 
took off. Solaro won a triple award at The Gin 
Guide, Double Gold in San Francisco, and is 
now poured in some of the world’s top bars–
London, Monte-Carlo, Singapore, and more. 
It is not in the U.S., yet. We’ve just opened our 
first outpost: Terrazza Solaro, a small Capri bar 
where you can sip with a view and experience 
the spirit in its native element. I’d love to invite 
you if you’re ever passing through. You can 
follow along at @solarogin.”

Lorenzo Fornari ’91, creator of Solaro Capri Gin

Kyle Larkin ’94
Kyle reports, “Last August, I visited with my 
roommate, Elvis “Stoney” Percentie, at his 
home on Harbour Island, Bahamas. I am 
proud to be a part of Stoney’s family and 
have the opportunity to visit with them. I 
also still communicate with Henry Park who 
is doing very well. I hope to visit with Henry 
soon in Seoul, Korea. I still live in South 
Eastern PA with my incredible family, and 
I am extremely proud of my two children, 
Brock and Juliette, who both are attending 
The Hill School. Professionally, I am the 
Vice President of Casella Waste Systems, 
a publicly traded regional waste collection 
company based in VT. To those attending 
Rectory: Embrace the journey, trust the 
process, seize every opportunity, and build 
friendships that last a lifetime.”

Elvis Percentie ’94 and Kyle Larkin ’94.

Marcelo Lozano ’94
Marcelo reports, “My son is in high school, and 
my daughter is in 8th grade at Rectory School.”

 
 

 
 

Marcelo Lozano ’94 (second from right) with (l 
to r) daughter Alexa ’26, spouse Karina, and son 
Marcelo ’24.

Building 
Belonging:  
How Angelina  
Qian ’18 is 
Making a 
Difference

By Allison Channey

During a recent conversation with Rectory’s 
Alumni and Development Office, Angelina 
Qian ‘18 fondly reflected on her time at 
Rectory, her recent visit to campus, and the 
lasting connections she’s maintained over the 
years. When asked what advice she would 
give to young Rectory alum, Angelina said, 
“Stay connected with the people who support 
you, and don’t be afraid to create something 
meaningful, even if it starts small.” This is the 
philosophy that she lives by every day at Emory 
University in Georgia.

Angelina’s focus on maintaining personal 
connections stems from her own mental health 
struggles during the isolation of COVID and 
realizing that many other students were facing 
similar struggles. So, inspired by the open and 
supportive environment she experienced at 
Rectory, Angelina founded the Emory Mood 
Psychology Club during her freshman year to 
create a safe space where students could share 
their feelings and learn healthy coping strategies 
for managing mental health challenges. 

What began as a small group of five members 
three years ago has grown into a vibrant 
community of over fifty active participants. The 
club now hosts regular workshops, welcomes 
guest speakers, and organizes campus-wide 
events. One of their most impactful initiatives 
has been the annual “Free Hug” event—inspired 
initially by a TikTok video—which now draws 
more than 200 participants yearly and is a 
heartfelt reminder of the power of connection 
and compassion.

Now a senior, Angelina leads with empathy, 
initiative, and a deep sense of purpose. She 
credits much of her growth to the supportive 
dorm environment created by Ms. Bradley and 
Ms. O’Neil, where she and her dormmates felt 
truly seen and safe. “That space inspired me; 
it’s where I found my sense of community,” 
she reflects. As she completes her degree in 
Quantitative Economics, Angelina continues to 
balance a rigorous academic and extracurricular 
schedule with grace and determination. We are 
immensely proud of all she has achieved and 
excited for all that lies ahead. 

43



Alejandro Moreno ’98
Alejandro reports, “I am retired Military and 
enjoying life.”

Alejandro Moreno ’98.

2000s

Jesse Palmer ’08
Jesse reports, “I’m thrilled to share that I’ve 
published my debut novel, The Echo of Revenge, 
which is available on Amazon in book, ebook, 
and paperback format. The Echo of Revenge is a 
dark thriller about two ambitious law students 
whose paths cross in an LSAT class. What 
began as a single, life-altering night spirals 
into a relentless pursuit of justice and revenge, 
binding them together in ways neither can 
escape. At its core, the story confronts the raw 
power of a single accusation in the digital age, 
where social media can magnify outrage, distort 
facts, and erase nuance in an instant. It also 
explores what happens when guilt is assumed 
before truth is understood, and how the pursuit 
of justice, no matter how well-intentioned, 
can become morally fraught in a world where 
perception often outweighs reality.”

Jesse Palmer ’08 with her debut novel, The Echo 
of Revenge.

Min Jae Yoo ’09
Min Jae reports, “I got married in April 2024, 
completed an MBA and graduated from 
Stanford Graduate School of Business, and am 
likely starting a company.”

Class of 2001:
 25th Reunion

2010s

Jackson Larrabee ’11
Jackson reports, “My wife, Jasmine, and I are 
overjoyed to share we welcomed a new baby 
girl, Madeline, in September 2024.”

Felipe De Jesus Fierro Armendariz ’12
Felipe reports, “I’m currently working as a 
consultant at NASDAQ.”

Darrian Shunaman ’12
Darrian reports, “My wife and I welcomed our 
son, Landon, on March 12, 2025. Everyone is 
happy and healthy.”

Darcey Bastow ’14
Darcey reports, “I have now been working and 
living at Rectory for three years as a dorm parent, 
coach, and substitute teacher, and recently 
started teaching science classes. It’s an amazing 
experience getting to work with former 
teachers, former classmates, and new friends. 
I have been lucky enough to assist with many 
programs that I was a part of in my Rectory 
years, like chorus and the musical. I am on 
track to graduate this Spring from SNHU with 
a degree in creative writing and look forward to 
the new opportunities that will afford me.”

Darcey Bastow ’14 and her colleagues dressed up 
for Halloween.

Regina Fierro Armendariz ’14
Regina reports, “I studied Architecture and 
Interior Design, and right now, I’m working 
on several projects in those fields.”

Cheng Lou ’14
Victor reports, “I am currently working as an 
admissions counselor at Drexel University in 
Philadelphia, PA.”

Rodrigo Mejia Arechiga ’14
Rodrigo reports, “I’m a corporate and real 
estate lawyer.”

Juan Pablo Rivera Soriano ’14
Juan Pablo reports, “I’m starting my own 
company. We’re creating AI for education 
purposes to improve the way students 
learn by AI, creating the content they need 
personalized to their learning profile.”

Alfredo Gutierrez Pinto ’15
Alfredo reports, “I just graduated from 
architectural school in Anahuac, and right now, 
I’m working in a little architectural firm.”

Mae Sharpless ’15
Mae reports, “I am currently getting my 
Master’s in Media, Art, and Technology at NC 
State. My thesis combines traditional craft with 
emerging technologies. I have been creating 
ceramic pieces that combine with projection 
mapping to bring them to life. I finished my 
first year in May 2025 with a 4.0 and joined 
my school’s Honor Society!”

Diego Solbes Gemayel ’15
Diego reports, “After Rectory, I came back 
to Mexico, completed college, and I am now 
working in one of the biggest communications 
companies in my area.”

Matthew Beazer ’16
Matt reports, “I am currently living in San 
Francisco, working as a Product Manager for 
JP Morgan.”

Tianshu Wang ’16
Tianshu reports, “Hi Rectory! It’s been almost 
10 years since graduation! Time flies so fast! 
I graduated from Duke and recently started 
a new job as an Autopilot Silicon Validation 
Engineer at Tesla in Palo Alto. I am pursuing a 
Master’s degree at Stanford University. Rectory 
has prepared me well for a prosperous career 
with confidence and integrity. I’m more than 
happy to connect with my fellow Rectory 
alumni in the Bay Area! I’ll miss Mr. Williams, 
and I really appreciate his devotion to making 
Rectory the best boarding middle school.”

Tianshu Wang ’16.
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Class of 2016:
 10th Reunion

Cooper Ames ’18
Cooper reports, “I attend Union College, 
where I am majoring in Biomedical 
Engineering and also play baseball. I recently 
accepted a summer internship at Putnam 
Plastics, who manufacture medical devices 
across 36 countries.”

Cooper Ames ’18 at bat for Union College.

Jiawei Feng ’18
Tom reports, “I was accepted to the Master of 
Environmental Studies program at University 
of Pennsylvania.”

Emilia Gutierrez Pinto ’19
Emilia reports, “Right now, I am in my fourth 
year of Medicine.”

Steven Mascolo ’19
Steven reports, “I just completed my junior 
year, where I enjoyed serving as the team 
treasurer for my university’s club hockey team. 
For the spring semester in 2025, I studied 
abroad at The University of New South Wales 
in Sydney, Australia! Go Rectory Wolves!”

Steven Mascolo ’19.

2020s

Aitana cerdera gonzalez ’20
Aitana reports, “I am studying Civil 
Engineering.”

Ximena Gutierrez Pinto ’20
Ximena reports, “I’m studying Law in 
Mexico.”

Isabel Haddad Del Val ’20
Isabel reports, “I am studying Finance right 
now and am in my fourth semester.”

Tony Wang ’20
Tony reports, “I am a freshman at Purdue 
University studying Game Development.”

Carson Ames ’21
Carson reports, “I made the first team 
for Football at Pomfret School and have 
committed to playing baseball at Amherst 
College starting in the fall of 2025.”

Carson Ames ’21.

Seungyeon Choi ’21
Ethan reports, “I was admitted to Cornell 
University, USC, and Boston College. I am 
attending Boston College beginning fall 2025!”

Manuel Martin Del Campo ’21
Manuel reports, “I credit Rectory with making 
me an independent and self-disciplined 
person. I still really appreciate things such as 
the MELP program for allowing me to enjoy 
different experiences.”

Alvaro Aguilar Marono ’22
Alvaro reports, “I graduated from high school 
in the Spring of 2025.”

Toni Ebunlomo ’22
Toni reports, “I’ve recently graduated high 
school.”

Daniela Alcala Haddad ’23
Daniela reports, “Right now, I’m in high 
school.”

Yoonbin Kim ’23
Ellie reports, “I continue to study at 
Northfield Mount Hermon.”

Lindyn Morocho ’24
Lindyn reports, “I am living in New York and 
attend The Taft School.” 

we would 
love to 

hear 
from you! 

Contact Allison 
Channey, Associate 

Director of 
Development at: 

860.928.0204 
ALLISON.CHANNEY@
RECTORYSCHOOL.ORG

STAY 
UP-TO-DATE 
ON ALUMNI 

HAPPENINGS: 
rectoryschool.org/

alumni-Notes
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Remembering our friend, 
Hal ’51
I remember the first time I picked up my Rectory phone to find Harold “Hal” Anthony ’51 on the line 
like it was yesterday. He was quick out of the blocks first explaining that only Rectory people call him 
Hal instead of Harold then asking who I was and how long I had been at Rectory. Hal then made his way 
through a series of stories, updates, and questions that had me writing notes feverishly trying to capture 
as many names and other details as I could. I learned a lot about Rectory from Hal that day, and I learned 
that I had a lot to learn about Rectory, too.

Over the course of the next few years, I would recognize Hal’s number when it periodically illuminated my 
desk phone. Everytime we talked, it brightened my day. The subject matter of his calls varied quite a bit, 
but no matter what we talked about, Hal’s love for Rectory was palpable.

Sometimes Hal called to give us updates on himself and his Rectory contemporaries. He was an Alumni 
Office’s dream as it is no small task to keep track of so many alum, and Hal let us know who was where 
and what they were doing there.

Sometimes Hal called to share his interactions with Rectory’s extended network. He was affiliated with 
another independent school, whose Head of School was none other than Rectory’s retired Head of School 
Fred Wiliams’ brother. Hal had had a conversation with Fred’s brother, and he wanted me to pass along the 
news, “Give your Headmaster a message for me,” Hal would say in instances like this. I always obliged, and 
Fred Williams always received those messages with a knowing smile.

Sometimes Hal called to keep the Alumni and Development office on its toes. Most of those times, Hal 
just wanted to be sure we remembered his Rectory generation and preserved the first half of Rectory’s 
history. It was clear Hal had high standards for Rectory, and all of us were eager to live up to those 
standards.

Sometimes Hal called to fill us in on his family. Two of his children, Scott ’85 and Trent ’90, attended 
Rectory, and that kept Hal connected in a special way. The only time I met Hal in person was during 
Rectory’s Centennial Weekend in 2022. He had arrived for a talk given by George Groom and Brad 
Seaward, both of whom taught Hal’s sons, and his joy for Rectory was even more evident in person than it 
was on the phone.

Calls from Hal became fewer and farther between after that day, and we learned of his passing in February 
of 2025. Hal’s daughter emailed us to let us know, and when we referred to her dad as “Hal” in our reply, 
she responded, “You called him Hal. You must have known him.” I sure miss hearing from you, Hal, and I, 
for one, will be sure you remain a part of Rectory’s collective memory. 

Harold Anthony ’51
January 11, 1936 – February 

28, 2025 (Age 89)

Douglas Boyd ’56
April 12, 1942 – October 16, 

2023 (Age 81)

Bradford Gauthier ’64
November 28, 1950 – July 27, 

2024 (Age 73)

Andrej Kucher ’03
February 2, 1988 – November 

2, 2024 (Age 36)

Marian MacGregor 
(Past Faculty)

October 19, 1925 – September 
30, 2024 (Age 98)

Jay Milnor 
(Past Faculty)

July 11, 1923 – December 28, 
2024 (Age 101)
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IN MEMORIAM 
The Rectory School community extends 

its deepest sympathy to the loved ones of 

recently deceased alumni and friends.



Glenn Smith ’79 found Rectory after being 
diagnosed with dyslexia and struggling in the 
British school system in Bermuda. What he 
discovered in Pomfret was life-changing: small 
classes, daily tutoring, and a community that 
offered structure and compassion. He credits 
Rectory with helping him find his footing 
academically and socially, and he saw the same 
support system benefit his two sons decades later.

Elizabeth “Zim” Zimmermann ’84 reflected on 
the impact of her own 9th-grade leadership year 
at Rectory and how the experience was equally 
transformative for her son, Noah ’19. Though he 
spent just one year at Rectory, Noah embraced 
meaningful opportunities to lead, mature, and 
gain confidence in a supportive environment; 
opportunities he likely wouldn’t have encountered 
until his senior year at secondary school. The life 
lessons he gained during that pivotal year laid the 
foundation for his future and will continue to 
influence him for years to come.

Kyle Borner ’01 and his wife, Coco, enrolled their 
sons after moving back to Pomfret from overseas. 
Rectory’s focus on academic rigor, discipline, and a 
lifelong love of learning was paramount for them. 
Kyle sees strong parallels between his experience 
and the one his sons enjoy today, especially in the 
school’s continued emphasis on diversity and its 
ability to instill respect and global awareness in 
students from all backgrounds.

For Marcelo Lozano ’94, Rectory was his first 
home away from home—a place where he learned 
a new language, adapted to a new culture, and 
became part of a global family that extended far 

beyond the classroom. He describes the staff as 
the heart of the Rectory experience: dorm parents, 
teachers, and coaches who create a genuine sense 
of belonging, which he was thrilled to watch his 
daughter, Alexa ’26, and son, Marcelo ’25, also 
experience during their time on campus. 

Several alums also pointed to the great asset the 
diversity of the school played in their lives and how 
it was a pivotal factor in their decision to enroll 
their child at Rectory. Hyukkee Moon ’95 wrote 
“One of the most valuable things I gained from my 
time at Rectory was a truly global mindset. With 
so many students from different countries, I was 
constantly learning about different cultures and 
perspectives, which deeply shaped me and proved 
to be a great asset in my career. I wanted my sons 
to have the same opportunity. Watching them grow 
into independent globally minded young people, 
just as I did, is incredibly rewarding.”

Jason Lim ’00 spoke of the wide spectrum of 
opportunities that Rectory had to offer. “Rectory 
is more than a school. It is a land of possibility. A 
place where you’re given the tools, the freedom, 
and the support to design a journey that is 
uniquely yours. I can think of no better place for 
my son, Mark, to start his.” Jason went on to talk 
about how Rectory’s faculty helped him develop a 
profound sense of confidence, and they taught him 
to make choices, embrace failure, and to be willing 
to explore. He has already seen similar “life lessons” 
start to take shape during Mark’s time on campus. 

Some alum spoke passionately about the support 
and sense of community. Ned Thompson ’71, 
recalled the constant support of dorm parents and 

teachers for both himself and his kids. He said 
“Instead of going home to just your parents at 
night, you are surrounded 24/7 by parent figures, 
you have 20 fathers and 10 mothers so you get that 
wonderful support.” This was echoed by Breck 
Perkins ’73, speaking of his and his daughter, 
Natalie’s ’19, experience, “The care that was given 
and the quality of the education. They taught me 
how to learn and helped give me the confidence 
that I could excel. And I got to watch that happen 
for Natalie when she was there.” 

BJ Pulchaski ’95 shared how his own journey 
came full circle when he and his wife were 
exploring schools for their son, Robert. “From 
the moment we met Robert’s teacher, we were 
impressed,” he recalled. “The campus had grown 
so much since my time as a student, yet so many 
aspects still reminded me of the outstanding 
education and amazing experiences I had there.”
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Legacy Families: 
Passing Down the Rectory Experience

By Allison Channey

This past year, the concept of legacy has been a central theme here at Rectory. The legacy left by a retiring Head of School and a completed 
Master Plan. The legacy left by Rectory graduates for their younger schoolmates. The lasting legacy Rectory has had, and continues to 
forge, on our community. Perhaps the most powerful expression of legacy, however, is seen in the alumni who return to campus as 
parents. In the education field, a “legacy” student is one whose parents attended the same institution a generation prior. With this in 
mind, I reached out to some of our legacy alumni to learn what about their experience led them to entrust Rectory with their children. 
While I wasn’t able to speak with all of our legacy families, the alumni I did connect with represented many different eras of Rectory’s 
centennial history.

Despite the years that separate their time here, a common theme emerged: parents value the strength of community and the power of 
personalized education. They spoke of classmates and dorm parents who made them feel part of a global family. Some reflected on the 
leadership and self-discipline they developed in classrooms and on sports fields. But above all, they remembered the teachers who shaped 
their lives and laid the foundation for who they are today.

These legacy families return 

because Rectory’s core 

values have endured across 

generations. They are upheld 

by the people who care deeply 

for their students; students 

who grow into confident, 

curious, and connected 

individuals. We are honored 

to welcome alumni back as 

parents and hope to continue 

building an impactful legacy 

for generations to come. 



The Rectory Annual Fund 
is your chance to be a part of something bigger.

MAIL | Use the enclosed envelope

PHONE | 860.928.0204

ONLINE | Scan the QR code 
or visit rectoryschool.org/give

Behind every smile, every discovery, 
and every “a-ha” moment at Rectory 
is someone like you.

Your gift transforms generosity into 
opportunities for every student.

Make your gift 
to Rectory today.

SOCIETYBIGELOW

Become a member by naming Rectory School as a bene� ciary of your

•  Retirement plan

• Life insurance policies

Planning your Rectory legacy, today.
To be a member of the Bigelow Society is to plant seeds for the future, 

a future that � ourishes because of your generosity. Established in 2002 in memory of our founder, Father Frank Bigelow, 
the Society honors those who have made a lasting commitment to Rectory by making a planned gift.

• Will

• IRAs

• Bank or brokerage 
accounts

If you are interested in learning about the ways in which you can provide for Rectory’s future, 
or if you have already made Rectory a bene�ciary of your planning, please contact David Turner, Director of Development. 

david.turner@rectoryschool.org   860.963.6740 ext. 340



WE
LOVE

VISITORS
THE RECTORY ALUMNI OFFICE 

INVITES ALL ALUMNI & 
FAMILIES OF ALUMNI 

TO RECONNECT WITH 
A VISIT TO CAMPUS!

Coming back to Rectory is a special chance to 
relive meaningful memories, reconnect 

with classmates and teachers, and see the 
exciting changes on campus.

We look forward to welcoming 
you home.

QUESTIONS ABOUT PLANNING YOUR VISIT? 

Contact Allison Channey
allison.channey@rectoryschool.org  

860.928.0204



528 Pomfret Street, P.O. Box 68, Pomfret, CT 06258   

Sophia S.M.   
Symmetry Study  
During this year’s Summer at Rectory, 
Arts and Crafts students learned about 
drawing symmetry and pattern through 
looking at colorful moth species, 
drawing and blending with brightly 
colored oil pastels. 


