


we believe middle school should be:
A place for early 

adolescents to gain 
confidence in themselves 

and their abilities to thrive.

A kind community 
where kids can 

be themselves and 
make friends.

A responsive and 
flexible pathway for 

children to  
grow academically.

A supportive environment 
where young people 

feel safe to try new  things 
without fear of failure.

A launchpad for 
graduates who are 

empowered to achieve 
without limits.



AT RECTORY SCHOOL, WE 
TAKE AN EXCEPTIONALLY 
PERSONAL APPROACH TO 
YOUR CHILD’S EDUCATION.



The outcome of a Rectory School education 
is the multidimensional growth that is 
achieved when a student is truly known by 
the teachers, advisors, coaches, and dorm 
parents who surround them. 

GROWTH

Because we cultivate a community of close personal relationships, we are able to provide the just-
right mix of challenge and support students need to grow—not just as engaged, inquisitive, prepared 
learners—but as compassionate and empathetic humans. To be seen, to be known, and to experience 
this broad, multidimensional growth during the middle school years is an advantage that sets our 
students apart. The result: Students who understand themselves and the world around them. 
Students with the confidence to create their own journey.



rowan about ms. martin:
“Ms. Martin is funny and she has a 
great personality. She sparked my 
interest in forensics and biology.”

meet
rowan >



“I’ve learned 
that trying new 
things can lead 
to new interests. 
For instance, 
last year was 
my first year 
fencing and I 
am now the 
fencing captain.”



from Rowan’s mom: 
“rectory is everything 
a middle school needs 
to be. 
Rowan’s leadership roles make 
her accountable for someone else, 
which is so important at this age. 
She has been given the ownership 
to be responsible in her own way.”

My leadership roles:

Day Student Proctor  / 
Fencing Captain  / 
Admission Ambassador  / 

“The people here 
help you become 
the person you 
want to be.”

How would my friends 
describe me?

optimistic
my Advice to a new student?
“Keep up with your academic 
work. Stay on top of it, and if 
you find that you are struggling 
to do so, then use enrichment 
and get help.”

My personal goal?
“To know the name of every 
single person here (even the 
elementary kids) because it 
feels good to have someone 
know your name.”

transformative
rowan’s One word to describe Rectory:



balance
At Rectory, we are skilled at 
creating a balance between 
highly structured schedules 
and the independence needed for 
students to develop their own 
time-management skills.
Students reach ninth grade highly adept at maintaining this balance and find 
themselves prepared for the opportunities that await them. The advantage 
of a school that culminates in ninth grade is that students experience 
leadership at the most impressionable age. Our ninth-grade leaders often 
leave us stunned by their impressive balance of poise, patience, drive, and 
commitment that inspires us all.



meet 
ethan >



“I’ve become a stabilizer. I help other people  
to stay focused and work together. Especially the  

younger kids. I help keep them on track.”

from ethan’s dad: 
“I appreciate how well-rounded 
the school is and the leadership 
opportunities have changed him 
completely. 
The school provides what you would 
expect (academics, athletics, arts) but 
what they really excel at is helping 
kids adjust to a new life away from 
home and making sure that they are 
happy. Dorm parents do a wonderful 
job and they have helped Ethan learn 
how to live with others and to be a 
member of a community.”

How would my friends 
describe me?

motivated
I set goals and dedicate time to 
achieve them.

favorite rectory moment?
“Any time we are together as a 
school cheering for a team—like 
at a sporting event or Black & 
Orange Day. It gives me the spark 
of being a part of something.”



well-rounded
ethan’s One word to describe Rectory:

my leadership roles:

golf captain  / student council / 
dorm proctor



By providing our students with a wide 
range of opportunities and experiences, 
we set the stage for who they can become. 
At Rectory, we believe self-discovery is all about trying new things, which is why “Go ahead and 
give it a try” is an encouragement you will hear every day on our campus. With this level of 
enthusiasm and support, it’s no surprise that Rectory students feel safe and inspired to try new 
things without the expectation of success or failure. 

opportunity



“Performing has 
been life-changing 

for me. It has given 
me the confidence  

to use my voice and 
try new things.”

meet 
rita >



“Rectory offers so many 
opportunities to try 
new things and explore 
your passions.”



from Rita’s mom: “why rectory? 
the welcoming smiles and 
happy people stood out to us.
I’m most impressed with the 
connections Rita has made. Her 
friends, teachers, and dorm parents 
are involved in so much of her life 
and are always encouraging her to 
try new things.”

Most impactful experiences:

performing / melp trip: horseback 
riding on the beach for 5 days /  
student council / ski trip

How would my friends 
describe me?

reliable

how have i changed?
“I’m more willing to try new things 
and I keep growing because of it. It’s 
really the culture of the school—
you are encouraged all the time by 
friends and adults to try new things.”

loving

rita about ms. gould (advisor)
“Ms. Gould is my go-to person. First 
of all, we are both horse people. But 
mostly it’s because she’s comfortable 
to talk to. With her, I don’t have to 
think before talking; I just say what’s 
on my mind. She is a good listener 
who gives good advice.”

favorite food in dining hall?
french dip

rita’s One word to describe Rectory:



we create a middle school 
experience like no other 
where children have the 
understanding, compassion, 
encouragement, and 
knowledge to be themselves 
and become their best selves.





because we are always trying 
new things, Discovering new 

interests, and evolving into our 
own unique selves.

stereotypes? 
not here. 

McKenna
soccer
reading
Ukulele

helen
volleyball

piano
cheese pizza

Adelyn
equestrian

new languages
art

cross-country
cooking

watching movies

soccer
dogs

family

flag football
Theater

buffalo bills

hockey
lobster

jokes

fitness
science

violin

basketball
listening to music

math

fencing
snow skiing

writing

basketball
ceramics

trying new things

squash
algebra

exploring

swimming
acting/singing

all sports

softball
spanish
chorus

track & field
activism

guitar

lacrosse
community

surfing

lacrosse
traveling

snowboarding

baseball
physics
friends

golf
chess

study hall

tennis
family

friends

Ethan Mauricio Jotham AJ kj Grey Sasha Karla Lindyn Jayda NIA Ace Dillon zoe Beomjin Brayden Taylor
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The Rectory difference? It’s the 
people. We are experts in middle 
school education and pride 
ourselves on creating an enriched 
and supportive middle school 
experience unlike any other. 
We believe children learn best when surrounded by adults who believe they can 
succeed. Because of this, parents can trust that at Rectory their child will be 
supported when and where it’s needed most. For over 100 years, our promise 
has been to develop in students the academic skills, organization, self-advocacy, 
critical thinking, and healthy habits that will serve them for a lifetime. 





meet 
halliway >



halliway’s one word to describe Rectory:

“Because our coaches 
are our teachers too, 
you can connect more 
with them.”

from halliway’s mom: 
“They [Halliway and brother Northie] 
are very prepared. We are completely 
hands off academically because the 
teachers are so good. And that says a 
lot because I really do trust that they 
are learning exactly what they need 
to learn to do well in whatever high 
school they end up going to. Rectory 
is giving them the tools, content-wise, 
skill-wise, but also socially. We are 
confident that they are going to do 
well wherever they end up.”

i love how

inclusive
it is here... academically, 
socially, and culturally.

my biggest transformation?
“As fourth-grader’s we had to speak 
in  front of the entire school. That 
made me realize I could do it and 
public speaking has been fine for me 
since then.”





When your child attends a boarding school, the quality of your “together time” 
improves. This may seem counterintuitive, but it’s not. Many families find that 
balancing a household, a career, and children’s extracurricular interests can lead 
to hours in the car each day and rushed moments together at home. The value of 
having your child live where they can explore and access all their extracurricular, 
academic, artistic, athletic, community service, and leadership interests is 
profound. By no longer enduring hours in the car to get from activity to activity, 
both you and your child can focus on what’s important: them. Families who have 
experienced junior boarding school have reflected that their connection with their 
children grew stronger when time spent together as a family was more focused on 
being together than being on the move.

the value of a 
junior boarding 
experience

value



meet
ginny >

“At Rectory your children are surrounded by experts who complete that full circle of attention and care your child needs. 
As parents we are expected to help our children navigate areas that are sometimes out of our scope of experience. We can 
only do so much as parents, but with Rectory we feel like they complete that circle of support that kids need as young 
adolescents. Everyone at Rectory who fills a role is an expert and we feel 100% confident that they are doing an incredible 
job with our kids and we get to receive the benefits. They come back more mature, more independent, self-reliant, 
confident, and capable of discerning emotions more appropriately.”

From ginny’s dad:



“Be you and have fun. There is a  
balance here so you can have ‘you’ 

time and time with others. I like that 
mix of crazy time and quiet time.”

home
One word to describe Rectory?

ginny’s advice for a new student:

something at rectory I 
tried for the first time:

skiing



Acceptance is a core 
component of a strong 
family dynamic. 



And while we set an expectation that this level of acceptance will exist, 
we understand that with middle school-aged children, there will be 
moments when students fall short. These are the moments when we 
work even harder—encouraging our students to dig deep and practice 
responsibility, respect, honesty, and compassion. When a child comes to 
school, parents want to know that their child will be safe and supported, 
and the student wants to know that they will be accepted. The wonderful 
thing about Rectory is that it’s a place where kids are safe, supported, 
accepted, and...happy. 

At Rectory, we work hard 
to foster a community built 
upon mutual and unwavering 
acceptance of one another. 



meet
marcelo >

marcelo’s dad on athletics:
“There is opportunity to play at Rectory. At other schools they play the same kids and others sit out. 
At Rectory, though, it’s all about inclusion and participation when it comes to new opportunities. 
To me, this is priceless—especially when it comes to sports at this age. It’s easy to turn kids off 
of something forever if they have a bad experience, but at Rectory there is such an effort to make 
everyone’s experience meaningful.”

my advice to new students:

“if you want to try 
something, do it.”

Marcelo about being new:



“Everything is new for me—the sports, the 
language, the experience—but it feels so 
comfortable because of the community. In 
such a short time, I know everyone.”

marcelo’s dad: why junior boarding?

“Middle school is so important for young adolescents 
to remain young. There is time to grow up later.”

Marcelo about being new:



Confidence in middle school is hard-won. At Rectory, confidence comes from a steady balance of 
challenge and support. It comes from working through tough issues and experiencing meaningful 
personal growth. It comes from feedback and encouragement from adults who pay close attention and 
always have the student’s best interests in mind. With confidence comes resiliency right when young 
adolescents need it most. A powerful outcome of a Rectory School education is that our students have 
the confidence to take ownership of their learning experiences. 

confidence
By learning the benefit of being self-
advocates at an early age, Rectory 
students develop leadership, critical 
thinking, and communication skills to 
take full advantage of opportunities  
in secondary school and beyond. 



“my leadership 
experiences at rectory 
were instrumental in 
developing maturity 
and growth. Having 
those responsibilities 
and the trust that 
came with them made  
a major impact.”

“at rectory I became 
a stronger self-

advocate and I became 
more open to trying 

new things.”

secondary school:

phillips andover 
academy

secondary school:

blair academy
college:

harvard university



Rectory students are
prepared for life.

An Independent, Coed, Junior Boarding (Grades 5-9) 
and Day School (Grades K-9)

528 Pomfret Street, P.O. Box 68
Pomfret, CT 06258 
(860) 928-1328 
admissions@rectoryschool.org

rectoryschool.org

Rectory School complies with all applicable civil rights laws and does  
not discriminate on the basis of any protected characteristics in any of  
its educational programs or activities, including employment. 


