
An Independent, Coed, Junior Boarding (5–9) and Day School (Early Childhood–9) 

Middle School
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At Rectory School,
	 we believe in our students
At Rectory, we understand that your child needs to feel valued, understood, 

and challenged. It is through the power of relationships that we are best able 

to meet students where they are and help guide them to reach their  

full potential. 

With support, guidance, attention, and belief from the adults who surround 

them, Rectory students do the hard work to not only understand themselves 

but also to be a part of an active community of socially responsible young 

people. Together we are committed to a simple idea: each of us has 

something to learn AND something to offer. 

The Rectory experience makes a difference.

	 ...every step of the way.

“My goal is that 

every student leaves 

Rectory with an 

inquisitive mind 

while constantly 

embracing the 

guiding tenets of  

the school creed:  

Respect, 

Responsibility, 

Honesty, and 

Compassion.”  

Headmaster Fred Williams



iIP
Individualized 

Instruction 
Program

MELP
March  

Experiential 
Learning  
Program

IIP areas of focus
Reading  

(Orton Gillingham or 
Wilson approaches) 

written expression

math

study skills

reading comprehension

Oral language

English Language  
Learning (ELL)

Executive functioning  
(including organization, 

planning, prioritizing  
& time management)

ADD & ADHD 
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march Experiential Learning program (MELP)

Our signature MELP program provides alternative learning through creativity 

and problem solving. A myriad of different programs take place during the 

first week of the spring term and offer students an opportunity to explore 

creative, hands-on learning outside of the classroom. 

After their week of exploration, our students have the opportunity to present 

their experiences at the MELP Fair.

it’s all in a (Fantasy of Flight melp) week!
Monday: Travel to Orlando, Tour Wonderworks Museum

Tuesday: View historic spacecraft and memorabilia at the Kennedy Space Center

Wednesday: Ride an airboat on Lake Kissimmee and see alligators in their natural habitat 

Thursday: Discover the pioneering days of early flight at the Fantasy of Flight Air Museum

Friday: Presentation preparation; Travel back to Rectory

monday: MELP Fair

...inspiring lifelong learners
Individualized Instruction Program (IIP)

Rectory’s Individualized Instruction Program (IIP) celebrates the uniqueness 

of each student. A pioneer among junior boarding schools in individualizing 

instruction, Rectory has provided students with one-to-one instruction as an 

integral part of our educational environment since our founding in 1920. 

Rectory’s IIP is designed to address a range of academic needs (remediation 

and enrichment) with seamless integration into the academic day. 

Some great MELP 
adventures 

have included:

Arizona:  
Salt River Rafting

Gettysburg:  
Follow the Army

Inside New England Sports

jekyll island 

the charm of charleston

Outdoor Adventures

Philadelphia:  
Charter Schools

Roots to Rhythm

Tennessee:  
America’s Music City

Washington D.C.:  
Our Nation’s Capital
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Classes
CREED

Electives

English 

Enrichment 

History

Individual 
Instruction 

program  
(IIP) or  

Study Hall

Language  
Skills

Math

Performing  
Arts

Related Arts 

Science

Skill Block

6:45 	 Rising Bell Rise and shine!

7:30 	 Breakfast

8:00 	 All School Assembly / Advisory

8:15 	W orld History  
Build a model of a Roman aqueduct.

9:15 	 Algebra 1  
Solve equations with the FOIL method.

10:15 Break Snack & play 4-square.

10:30 Earth Science  
A diamond is a metamorphic rock! 

11:30 English  
	Lead a discussion on The Red Scarf Girl.

12:30 Lunch Taco Tuesday!

1:00 	S panish 2  
Dije feliz cumpleaños a mi amigo hoy.

2:00 	 Advisory and Extra Help in Spanish 
Underwater robotics elective tomorrow!

3:00 	S ports  
Squash practice, working on my serve.

4:30 	 Free Time on Dorm /  
Day Student Pick-up

5:55 	D inner  
Chicken stir-fry and brownies—the best!

6:30 	 Evening Study Hall  
Finished my homework; quiz tomorrow.

8:00 	D orm Time 

9:30–10:00 Lights Out

it’s all in a  
(7th-grade) day!



“My Capstone 

Project allowed me 

to learn more about 

ergonomic chairs  

and how they will 

help with posture 

and provide a better 

work atmosphere.”  

Samantha C. 

Advisors serve as our students’ primary advocates and are the first 

point of contact for parents. Advisors meet with their advisees three times  

a week and support their students in many ways, including academically 

and socially. Through frequent in-school meetings, advisors develop a 

strong relationship with their advisees and an understanding of their 

students’ strengths and support needs. Best of all, students know they  

can consult their advisors on all areas of school life. 

CREED program stretches from 5th through 9th-grade and instills 

the strength of character necessary to navigate the social and emotional 

development inherent in the middle school environment. This program 

grows student perseverance, self-advocacy, and leadership, while  

nurturing the tenets of the Rectory Creed: responsibility, respect,  

honesty, and compassion. 

The Creed Program occurs throughout the year, exposing students to a 

variety of topics and present day issues, including navigating social media, 

peer to peer relationships, and character development. The curriculum 

includes self-science, health, and life skills, culminating in a 9th-grade 

Capstone Project.  

just a few 
9th-grade 
capstone  
projects

Body Image in Media 

California Drought

College Affordability

Equal Play / Equal Pay

Ergonomic Chairs

Flint Water Crisis

Gaming &  Reaction Times 

Great Barrier Reef

International Adoption 

korean vs. 
american education

Plastic Pollution

Poverty in Bangladesh 

Soccer Concussions

Space Trash

Core classes meet five times during a seven day cycle. A longer, one-

hour class length encourages creativity and critical thinking, and promotes 

communication and collaboration. These pillars of learning inspire student 

inquiry, engagement, and understanding. 

Skill Block helps students develop and grow the skills that support 

success in the classroom. These skills include organization, planning and 

prioritizing, self-advocacy, and communication.

enrichment provides time twice a week for students to meet with  

their teachers for academic support or enrichment.

Electives provide our students an exploratory experience in a variety  

of disciplines such as robotics, nature writing, yearbook, orchestra, student 

newspaper, chorus, and drama. We encourage our students  

to explore their interests and passions.
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Rectory’s diverse art programs offer invaluable opportunities for creative 

expression and personal growth. Imagination and innovation, fostered by 

the immersion in the arts, spill into the classroom and enhance our students’ 

academic skill development. Creative expression provides opportunities to be 

a part of a group, build confidence, develop a passion, and connect hands-on 

creativity with practical knowledge and learning.

performing  
arts 

Band

Chorus

drumming

Guitar

Jazz Band

Music  
Ensemble

Orchestra

Private  
Instruction

RecAPpella

Drama
past productions  

have included:

Alice & Wonderland

Beauty and The Beast

Into The Woods

Music Man

seussical 

Willy Wonka

visual arts 
Ceramics

2-D Art

3-D Art

Photography

COMPUTER  
ARTS

Coding &  
Programming 

Media Communications

...encouraging creativity



A
THLETICS







...promoting teamwork &  
						      sportsmanship
Rectory’s athletics inspire a lifelong commitment to physical fitness and health,  

promote risk-taking and self-confidence, and provide the natural camaraderie that  

comes from being a part of team. Although inter-school competition is a large part of  

our program, emphasis on individual success, enjoyment, skill development, teamwork,  

and sportsmanship are at the core of our program.fall 
Cross  

Country

cross fit

dance

equestrian

fall 
adventures  

soccer 

volleyball 

winter 
basketball

fencing

fitness

ice hockey

squash

swimming 

 wrestling

spring 
baseball

golf

lacrosse

softball

 tennis

track  
& field



“My last year at 

Rectory, I was a 

strong fencer and 

a fast sprinter, but 

nothing could 

compare to my  

riding skills.  

Thanks to my 

equestrian coach  

at Rectory, I am  

now competing  

at a higher level.”   
JT W.
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fun-
filled 
week-
ends 
College & 

Professional 
Sport Outings

Dances

dinner outings

First Fridays

 Hikes

karaoke

Laser Tag

Mini Golf

Movies

Shopping

Ski Program 

Speakers 

& more



“Because the people 

at Rectory held 

our hands at 

night, told us that 

everything would 

be okay, and that 

they will be there 

for us no matter 

what, we were able 

to wake up in the 

morning ready to 

tackle the day.”  

Susan S. 
 Excerpted from the 
student speaker’s 
graduation speech

...building relationships & 
	 long-lasting friendships
At Rectory we are more than a community; we are family. With a faculty 

to student ratio of 1:4, we are unique in the amount of time each faculty 

member spends making connections with and supporting each student every 

day. For both boarding and day students, the Rectory community is welcoming 

and nurturing to a diverse population.

9:00 	 Rising Bell

9:30 	 Breakfast

10:00 Dorm Clean-up  
& Store Trips

12:55 Lunch	

1:30 	 Volleyball Game

3:00 	 Free Time on Dorm

4:00 	S tudent Lounge

5:30 	D inner

6:00 	 Laser Tag Adventure Off-campus

10:00 Lights Out

it’s all in a (boarder’s) saturday! 
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...preparing strong leaders &  
			   confident individuals
ninth grade year Rectory’s 9th-grade year instills the attributes critical for 

success at the secondary level: leadership, confidence, and perseverance. Leadership 

opportunities, such as dorm proctor, athletic team captain, or running for student 

government, enable our 9th graders to examine who they are and what they can 

accomplish as young adults, while a rigorous and dynamic curriculum prepares them  

for secondary schools that are among the most recognized in the nation. 

Trust and camaraderie are nurtured in a whole group setting, with activities such as our 

fall all-day leadership camp and spring adventure park challenge, making the final year 

an unforgettable and lasting experience for the entire class. 

The culmination of the 9th-grade experience is Rectory’s graduation, where our students 

are recognized for their individual efforts, receive their diplomas, and proudly and 

confidently enter the world as Rectory alumni.

“I believe Rectory not only provided my 

daughter with a solid academic foundation, 

but it also gave her the skills, experiences 

and confidence to find success after 

graduation. Rectory is not just a school,  

it’s a supportive and inclusive community; 

it’s family.” 

Ginny Sharpless, Parent 



what’s next?

Avon Old Farms 

Blair Academy

Brewster Academy

Brooks School

Cambridge School of Weston

Cate School

Chapel Hill-Chauncy Hall

Choate Rosemary Hall

Cushing Academy

Forman School

Gunnery School 

Hawaii Preparatory Academy 

Hotchkiss School 

Hun School of Princeton

Hyde School

Kent School

Kimball Union Academy

Lake Forest Academy

Marianapolis Preparatory School

Masters School

Middlesex School

Northfield Mount Hermon

Phillips Exeter Academy

Pomfret School

Portsmouth Abbey School

Salisbury School

St. Andrew’s School, DE

St. Mark’s School

St. Paul’s School

Suffield Academy

Taft School

Western Reserve Academy

Westminster School

Westover School

Winchendon School

Woodstock Academy

students graduate  
& go on to over 35 schools60

each year approximately

(partial listing)

secondary placement Rectory students matriculate at a wide variety of secondary 

schools. Students attend both independent (boarding and day) and public secondary schools. No 

matter which high school environment is right for the student and family, Rectory supports the 

search process, and students find they are well prepared for their secondary school experience.



1920
year founded 

Average Faculty Tenure: 14 Years

alumni on faculty: 5

faculty children enrolled: 21

48% of board members are alumni
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boys1:4
faculty:student

ratio

Grades 5-9

 140
70
day

boarding

Average class size: 12

elementary 
& middle school

from

250{
students currently  

enrolled:

states

10
13
countries

and

28 
Graduation  

Awards &

11 
Graduation 

Cups

60%40%
girls boys

                                                                       
      the Craig Colhoun Athletic Center includes the gym, fitness center, wrestling room, locker rooms and athletic trainer’s office

on orange & black day, 

challenge 
your mind  

at the  

GeoGRAPHY Bee,  

Chess Tournament,  

or Spelling Bee
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Begin
Your 

Rectory 
Journey 
Today!

It All
Starts
Here!
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dress code: 
Collared Shirts, blazers 
or sweaters
if you’re a boy, add a tie!

To work well, to play well;  

to think clearly, to speak truth;  

to win without rancor;  

to have courage and to be kind.  

This is a goal for the greatest;  

it is a goal that the least may reach.  

to teach this is the whole purpose of schools.  

to know this is the whole meaning of life. 

rectory’s 2nd headmaster, john bigelow ’24

                                                                       
      the Craig Colhoun Athletic Center includes the gym, fitness center, wrestling room, locker rooms and athletic trainer’s office

sports 
offered21 sports 

teams39

on orange & black day, 

will you be on team Orange or team Black?

dogs on campus

6 tennis courts, 6 athletic fields,  

Baseball Field, cross-country course,  

low ropes course, hiking and biking trails,   

& a pond for fishing and skating

13

Go Wolves!

we celebrate martin luther king day  
 by giving to our community: 
our students give MORE THAN 

community service hours 
in over 45 places

640



Join us for Summer@Rectory
Our 4-week program combines academics with summer fun!

Academics, Arts, Athletics, & Summer Fun  
for Grades 5–9 / Boarding & Day 

Continue learning and growing during the summer on Rectory’s 
beautiful campus. Think creatively, discover new interests, and make 
friends, all while building on an educational foundation with full-
day morning classes and afternoon activities.

See what we’re up to:  Facebook: facebook.com/RectorySchool   

Twitter: @RectorySchoolCT  |  Instagram: instagram.com/Rectory_School_CT

CONTACT US AND COME FOR A VISIT:  528 Pomfret Street, Pomfret, CT 06258   

860.928.1328  |  admissions@rectoryschool.org

OR FOR LOTS MORE INFO, VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.rectoryschool.org 

Our Mission

Rectory School’s 

mission is to provide 

students, from early 

childhood through 

middle school, with an 

enriched and supportive 

academic, social and 

ethical community 

that addresses 

individual learning 

styles, aptitudes and 

needs while promoting 

personal self-worth and 

accountability.  

The school community 

lives The Rectory School 

Creed: Responsibility,  

Respect, Honesty,  

and Compassion. 


