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At Bard Academy, our students
experience a collegiate approach to
learning from day one. Located

on the campus of Bard College at
Simon’s Rock, America’s first and

most innovative early college, Bard
Academy shares faculty, facilities,
and resources with the College.
Students are taught by their future
college professors in an intellectually
stimulating environment.

Our culture and curriculum provide
for a seamless transition from

high school to early college.

Academy students

are not simply attending
school—they’re joining
a community of people
who share their passion
for knowledge.

DEEP LEARNING FOR
YOUNG SCHOLARS

CREATIVITY, INNOVATION, AND

NTELLECTUAL
)\SCQ\/: Y

SHOULD BEGIN IN 9TH & 10TH GRADE.

That’s why we started
Bard Academy at
Simon’s Rock, the
nation’s first two-year
high school for boarding
and day students.

@ngard Academy

SIMON'S ROCK



THE BARD ACADEMY

DIFFERENCE
Curriculum designed and taught by

college professors who are experts in
their fields, with years of experience
teaching younger students

College-level resources,
including science labs, music
practice rooms, theater space,

art studios, and a research library

Small classes and a
collaborative environment foster
creative conversations and

close student-teacher bonds

78% of Bard College at Simon’s

Rock alumni go to graduate school
at schools including Bard College,
Brown University, Cornell University,
University of Chicago, University

of Massachusetts-Ambherst,

Yale University, and more.

92 academic rating (on a scale
of 60-99) from The Princeton Review

Small classes:
Bard Academy has a 8:1 student-to-faculty ratio.
The average class has only 11 students.

ACADEMICS

The last two years of high school often have more to
do with getting into college than learning. Change the
focus and the results are dramatic: High school becomes
shorter and genuine learning becomes possible.

While the depth of the curriculum is uncommon, what

is truly exciting about Bard Academy is our approach—
how we teach our students. We believe education is
something you do, not something that’s done to you. Our
students learn to think for themselves—not simply how to
memorize or adopt someone else’s ideas. In dialogue with
professors, they have a chance to contribute to the sum of
academic knowledge.

Our students enter an in-depth program of the humanities,
world languages, mathematics and science, social sciences,
and visual and performing arts. Writing is the hallmark

of our approach, and students are asked to write in nearly
every class. In doing so, they discover the deep connections
between different subjects, themes, and concepts. Bard
Academy is an enriched liberal arts program for students
who don’t want to wait to ask serious questions.

SAMPLE CLASSES

Chinese

Language is a window into our understanding of life and culture. Explore the beauty
of Chinese characters as you learn to write, speak, and hear one of the most widely
spoken languages in the world. Our interdisciplinary approach provides historical and
geographic contexts for the language. Other languages taught in the Academy include
Spanish and French.

Climate Change

At the intersection of physics, chemistry, and environmental science is climate change,
one of the most urgent topics of our time. Examine the causes of climate change,
imagine solutions to its challenges, and build the foundation in chemistry and physics
needed for further study in the sciences.

Visual and Performing Arts

Artists inspire curiosity and hold a space for dreams and possibilities. There are endless
ways to create. Activate your imagination by exploring the visual and performing arts. Take
classes in ceramics, painting and drawing, theater, film, music, photography, and dance.

Algebra | and Il

Whether you are an engineer, inventor, or artist, understanding math enhances your
ability to design and create. Algebra | introduces lines and linear functions, Euclidean
geometry, and more. Algebra Il dives into trigonometry, preparing you for pre-calculus.
More advanced students take courses in our college program.

Critical Reasoning

Participation in society often means articulating our perspectives and understanding
the perspectives of others. Learn how to identify flawed reasoning, recognize sound
logic, and create clear, persuasive arguments. The ability to analyze logical arguments
is a powerful skill and lies at the heart of many disciplines, including politics, science,
and philosophy.



FROM 9TH GRADE TO A BACHELOR’S DEGREE
IN SIX YEARS INSTEAD OF EIGHT

BARD ACADEMY AT SIMON’S ROCK BARD COLLEGE AT SIMON'S ROCK
Average age 14-15 Average age 16-20
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9th Grade * 10th Grade Junior * Senior

Start college after Earn your Earn your
the 10th grade AA degree BA degree

CAMPUS LIFE

Learning is embedded in every aspect of Academy life,
not just the classroom. Students are actively engaged
wherever they go: walking around campus, chatting in

the dining hall, attending a guest lecture, or exploring
some of the cultural riches of Great Barrington and the
Berkshires. Staff and faculty are always available to provide
academic and social support. We're invested in helping our
students develop into confident, well-rounded individuals.
At Simon’s Rock, we value inclusion, creativity, curiosity,
and intellectual discovery.

PERSONAL ATTENTION

We've created a small, tightly knit community where
every student receives individualized attention. Students
attend weekly group advisory sessions and receive
personal guidance and support from tutors, mentors,
and residence life staff.

Many of our students are living away from home for

the first time. Our residence directors help to provide et 57 (4RDACADEY) ,
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a sense of security, connecting with students and Y pau\\

making sure they have the resources they need to thrive.
Students also have access to our health and wellness
team, which includes counselors, nurses, a nurse

practitioner, physicians, and a consulting psychiatrist.



AT A GLANCE

Grades Offered
9th & 10th grade

Matriculation into

Bard College

at Simon’s Rock

e Begin college early

e Bachelor of Arts at
Simon’s Rock

¢ Associate of Arts
at Simon’s Rock

Number of
Students
45

Number of US States
Represented
39

Number of Countries
Represented
18

Number of Full-Time
Faculty Holding
Highest Degree
in their Field
95%

Average
Class Size
11

Student to
Faculty Ratio
8:1

VISIT

800-235-7186 | bardacademy.simons-rock.edu/visit
admit@simons-rock.edu

Visiting our campus is the best way to get to know us. When you arrive,
you'll tour with a student and interview with an admission counselor.
Depending on when you visit, you can sit in on a class. While you’re

with us, we'll take you to lunch in the dining hall.

ADMISSION

DEADLINE: APRIL 1
Visit bardacademy.simons-rock.edu/apply
or scan the code to apply

We encourage students to apply early, and applicants typically hear a
decision within two weeks of completing their application.

Your application will include biographical, parent/guardian, and school
evaluation sections; transcripts; teacher recommendations; essays;
standardized test scores; and an admission interview.

Bard Academy at Simon’s Rock SSAT Code: 1483

NEED HELP?

Contact a member of our admission team at 800-235-7186.

FINANCIAL AID

DEADLINE: APRIL 1

Interested families are encouraged to apply for financial
aid. We offer both need-based and non-need-based
financial aid. Working together with your family and
the online School and Student Services (SSS) financial
aid system, we will determine eligibility for aid that best
reflects your specific family circumstances.

Bard Academy at Simon’s Rock SSS Code: 174896

Bard
'Academ

t
@JSIMON'S
ROCK

84 Alford Road

Great Barrington, Massachusetts 01230
1-800-235-7186 | 413-528-7228
bardacademy@simons-rock.edu
bardacademy.simons-rock.edu



